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Schedule of Services 

 

SUNDAY 

  Bible Study (suspended) 

  Morning Worship 10:00 am  

  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 

  Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

 

CONDITIONS AND CAUSES 
By L. L. Brigance 

     It is essential to the understanding of any social movement, whether political 

or religious, to know something of the conditions under which it began and the 

causes that brought it about. For example, the Revolutionary War was a great 

political movement. One might know everything that happened from the battle 

of Lexington to the surrender at Yorktown, and yet, if that were all he knew he 

would always be confused. He must get back behind the beginning of hostilities 

and learn the conditions under which the colonists were living, their relations to 

the mother country, and the acts of oppression that resulted in war, before he 

can ever understand this great epoch in our history. The same thing is true of 

religious movements. The law that every effect must have an adequate cause is 

not less true in the moral and spiritual world than it is in the physical. Our study 

of history used to consist principally of the learning of facts and the memorizing 

of dates, but in recent years we have learned that the philosophy of history is 

more important than its chronology. We must understand the causes.       

     As has been shown in previous articles, Protestantism broke up into a great 

many fragments. No two great leaders were exactly agreed. One would 

emphasize some particular doctrine or practice and another would stress 

something else. Each would have his followers. A line of cleavage would begin 

to develop, which grew wider and wider until it resulted in a division and the 

beginning of a new religious organization. This dividing and subdividing has 

filled both Europe and America, but especially America, with 

denominationalism. In Europe there was usually an established or state religion 

which was antagonistic to all other kinds when they were tolerated at all. The 

various Protestant sects were in a state of constant conflict, and Catholicism, 

which had a strong following in almost every country, was bitterly opposed to 

all forms of Protestantism. Nearly all of these European sects had been 

transplanted in America and were fighting for power, prominence, and influence 

in the New World. Prejudice and hatred existed among them. Educational 

institutions were in their infancy in this country a hundred and twenty-five years 

ago, and consequently illiteracy and ignorance were widespread. 

Denominational lines were tightly drawn and there was little of tolerance or the 

spirit of Christ among the different sects. Calvinism, with its gloomy prospect, 

was the most widely accepted.  

     But the more immediate causes that resulted in the Restoration Movement 

were:  

(a) Religious Division.—In their study of the Bible and observation of  
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Conditions around them, the leaders in this movement 

were brought to a realization of the fact that the divided 

state of professed followers of Christ was wholly at 

variance with the teaching of the gospel. Instead of unity, 

brotherly love, fellowship, and [Continued on page 3]  

********************************************** 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   Please 

fill out a white visitor card (on the table in the 

foyer), including your mailing address and email 

address, and drop it in the collection plate on your 

way out.  We are so glad we can worship together 

today. 

********************************************** 

Second Harvest – Volunteers for Second Harvest 

will not be needed for the next couple of months. 

****************************************** 

Personal Items in room 114 – There are still a lot 

of personal items in room 114 if you would like to 

claim those. 

****************************************** 

Covid Vaccinations – The Benton County Health 

Department has asked us to announce that they are 

currently giving covid vaccinations to those 70 and 

over. Please call 584-4944 and press “0” before you 

go.  

********************************************** 

Food Committee Bookkeepers 2021 – There is a 

sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for any ladies 

who would be able to sign up for the food 

committee bookkeepers for this year.  

********************************************** 

Doors – When you come to the building at times 

other than service times, please make sure the doors 

latch behind you when you leave. Thank you!  

********************************************** 

House to House – The latest edition of House to 

House, Heart to Heart is on the table in the foyer, 

where the bulletins are, for anyone who would like 

to take one.  

********************************************** 

Wednesday Night Devotionals – The men of the 

congregation are again invited to participate in 

giving devotionals on Wednesday evenings. This is 

a good way to gain experience presenting God’s 

Word, standing before a group of people, and to set 

a good example for our young people (public 

reading and speaking are both part of the L2L 

program).  

 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret Turner, 

Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, Richard Fry, Hope 

Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains,  Robert Blackstock 

(a friend of Greg Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska 

Blow’s mother), Angela Henry (Nancy Curtis’s niece), 

George Smith (brother of Brenda Travis), Jimmy and 

JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy Tolley), Darlene Tunnel 

(Dwayne Robinson’s sister), Lisa Lowry (a co-worker of 

Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle Ballard’s 

brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky Orr (John 

Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ aunt), 

Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner (a 

friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 

husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Clyde 

Lindsey (Penny Wyatt’s uncle), Eddie Breeden (a member 

of the Hustburg church of Christ), Betty White (sister of 

Dorothy Cain), Cindy Crossett Smith (a friend’s daughter-

in-law of Gail Townsend), Steve Higginbotham, and 

William Cox (a friend of David Ulderich). 

     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Dorothy Redden, 

Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie Brackins, Tracy 

Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, Lynn White, Lisa 

Haynie, Vickie Cox, Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s mom), 

Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), Dorothy and 

Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ brother), Rita 

Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana Ulderich’s step-

father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross Cole), Tommy 

Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg Matlock), Beau Griffin, 

Chesney Bell, Louise Holder (Jim’s mom), Russell 

Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of Garrett Todd and 

Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson (a friend of Ross 

Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia Lashlee’s daughter), 

Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and John Dawson), Brian 

Melton (a friend of John and Cindy Lumpkin), David 

Nowlin (a friend of Joan Phillips), Thomas Little (a 

friend’s grandson of Wanda Horner and Marge Phillips), 

Sue Bell, Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s widow), Janice 

and Billy Watkins, Janice White, Kim Fisher (a friend of 

Nicole Blackburn), Muriel Larkins (Bryan’s 

grandmother), Brenda Travis, Virgie Heintz, Kristy 

(Danny Hardin’s daughter), Rita Kelly, Audrey Joralmon, 

Myrt McLarty, Debbie Frettwell (Sanders), Carolyn 

Wheatley, Tony Matlock, Susan Phipps, Alan Douglas 

(and sons, Pete and Will), Betty Vetsch (Carol 

Hollingsworth’s niece), Lainey and Levi Chisholm, and 

Barry Richardson (a tenant of the Thompsons).   
     Sympathy: To the families of Mike Hardin (Carolyn 

Stokes’ son and Bobby Shannon’s nephew) and Jerry 

Boggess (Jana Ulderich’s dad. 

     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 

Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 

Special Donations 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Sara 

McCormack, and in honor of Tom 

McCormack, by their children and 

grandchildren. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer, Rachel Epperson, Eva 

Maiden, & Marcia Hatley by m/m Sid 

Osment. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Tim Plunk. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Clella 

Prince by m/m Bill Jarnagin.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Bill Jarnagin.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Britt Thompson.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer by Ruth M. Lesley. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Charles Whitfield. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by 

the families and by the church. 

Recent Prayer Requests 

• Please keep this country in your prayers.  

• Shane Karney, the grandson of Kathy Butler,  

has been diagnosed with cancer. Please keep 

Kathy and Ann in your prayers.  

• Ron McKinney, a friend of the Thompson’s, has 

been able to return home after his stroke and 

rehab. His wife is also over covid finally. This 

family is so thankful for all the prayers. 

• Virgie Heintz’s niece, Carol Borchert, has 

covid-19 and is still in the Dickson hospital.  

• Fran Utley, Anita Boyd’s daughter-in-law, has 

shingles. 

• Tom McCormack also has shingles. 

• Penny Wyatt’s niece, Hannah Coffman, has a 

nephew that is deathly sick. He is 13 years old.  

• Mary Edwards will soon be moving to assisted 

living in Waverly. 

• John Whitworth is in the Camden hospital with 

covid. 

• Jeff McKee, the minister at New Beginnings 

Church, has passed away with covid. His wife is 

in the hospital with it.  

FROM THE ELDERS   

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would 

like to be identified as a member here or if you have 

not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, we 

would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain 

issues and matters of doctrine. 

FOR THE RECORD 
Week of January 31, 2021 

 

Sunday Morning Worship:  91 

Sunday Evening Worship:   53 

Wednesday Night:   52 

 
- Sunday morning Bible classes remain temporarily 

suspended due to covid-19 concerns. 

 [Continued from page 2] cooperation, they saw 

division, hatred, strife, and confusion. There was 

neither Christian nor church fellowship among them. 

The various sects were wasting their strength and 

resources in trying to destroy one another. In the face of 

all this dissension, they heard their common Lord 

praying for all “them also which shall believe on me 

through their word; that they all may be one; as thou, 

Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 

one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent 

me. . . . I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 

made perfect in one.” (John 17:20-23.) Again, they read 

that “the multitude of them that believed were of one 

heart and one soul.” (Acts 4:32.) They heard Paul 

beseeching the Corinthians “by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 

there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 

perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the 

same judgment.” (1 Cor. 1:10; see also Eph. 4:3; Phil. 

3:16.) They were fully convinced, therefore, that 

division among professed Christians was “unnecessary, 

unreasonable, indefensible, unscriptural, and sinful.”  

     (b) Human Creeds.—Not long after the church 

began to depart from the divine pattern men began to 

write creeds. There is nothing wrong in a creed. Every 

Christian and every church must have a creed. There is 

nothing wrong in a written creed. The word “creed” 

simply means what one believes, and every Christian 

and every church must believe something. But the 

trouble is with human creeds. They are full of errors. 

They are made up largely of the “doctrines and 

commandments of men.” They are filled with human 

opinions. They bind men where God has not bound  
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them. Nearly all the denominations of the world have 

creeds—human creeds. They are not as all-powerful as 

once they were. Back at the beginning of the 

“Restoration” practically every church was creed-

bound. No one could become a member of them 

without swearing to support the creed, “so help me 

God.” It is still done today, but not so much emphasis 

is placed upon it. But in those days the churches were 

governed, not by the word of God, but by the word of 

men—by human creeds. Heresy trials were common. 

The “discipline,” “confession of faith,” or whatever 

they called their creed, was the standard by which 

men were tried, and not the Bible. Woe betide the 

preacher who dared to preach or practice contrary to 

the creeds or “the usages of the church.” Some of the 

great leaders in the Restoration were condemned for 

preaching and practicing things found in the Bible, 

but not in the creed. Gradually these men got their 

eyes open to the fact that creeds substituted the 

authority of men for the authority of God, that they 

caused and perpetuated division, and that, therefore, 

they were sinful. So they said, “We will take the Bible 

alone without note or comment”; and: “Where the 

Bible speaks, we speak; where it is silent, we are 

silent.”  

     (c) Prevailing Religious Doctrines.—The 

ignorance of both “clergy and laity” regarding the 

doctrine of Christ was colossal. No one knew how to 

rightly divide the word. No one seemed to know 

anything about the different dispensations of the 

divine government. No distinction was made between 

the Old and the New Testaments. The law and the 

gospel were equally binding, so far as they knew. 

There was nobody teaching the “gospel plan of 

salvation.” The creeds which contained the theology 

of the times showed and astonishing ignorance of the 

Bible and were couched in language a philosopher 

could not have understood. Trinitarianism, 

Arminianism, Calvinism, and such like were the 

prevailing religious dogmas of the day. The leaders of 

our movement discovered that these theories were not 

only not found in the word of God, but that a large 

part of them was directly contrary thereto. One of 

them said of Calvinism: “Let me here speak when I  

shall be lying under the clods of the grave: ‘Calvinism 

is among the heaviest clogs in Christianity in the 

world. It is a dark mountain between heaven and 

earth, and is amongst the most discouraging 

hindrances to sinners from seeking the kingdom of 

God.’” 

     These are not all the “conditions and causes” of the 

Restoration, but they are the principal ones.   

*Gospel Advocate (Nashville, TN.: April 27, 1933), 394. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events 

February 27th – Bowling and pizza. Leave 
@4. All ages 

March 6th – Skating trip for all ages. Leave 
at 1. Eat lunch before 

March 19th – Movie night for 5th grade and 
below @5-7pm 

Scripture Readers 

February 7th AM John Dawson 
February 7th PM Cameron Ballard 
February 10th Hunter Sparks 
February14th AM Aden Hardin 
February 14th PM Trevor Smith 
February17th CJ Baker 
February 21st AM Adam Blackburn 
February 21st PM David Branch 
February 24th  Austin Sparks 
February 28th  AM Joel Sisco 
February 28th PM Tom Ulderich 
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