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Schedule of Services 

 

SUNDAY 

  Bible Study (suspended) 

  Morning Worship 10:00 am  

  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 

  Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

 

REFORMATION AND RESTORATION 
By L. L. Brigance 

       In this series of articles I am, after so long a time, about to come to my 

subject, “The Restoration.” It has seemed necessary to a clear understanding of 

this greatest of all religious movements since the days of the apostles to follow 

the New Testament church and his departure from the divine model through a 

great apostasy, the various efforts at reformation, and the development of 

denominationalism. The surface of these supremely important matters has 

scarcely been scratched. But from now on it shall be my purpose to discuss 

those things in which we are more directly interested, and that pertain either 

directly or indirectly to the effort to bring the church back to the ancient 

landmarks from which it had drifted.  

     It is highly important that a clear-cut distinction be made between 

Restoration and Reformation.  It cannot be too much emphasized that the 

movement of which I am about to write differs widely from all preceding ones. 

Their objective was the correction of abuses that had crept into the church and 

fastened themselves upon it, whereas the purpose of the Restoration Movement 

was and is a complete return to “the ancient order of things,” to the Christianity 

of the New Testament. It proposes to go back behind all ecclesiastical 

conferences and conventions, synod's and assemblies, congresses and councils; 

back behind bishops and archbishops, popes and cardinals, religious dignitaries 

of all kinds, to Christ and the apostles; beyond Philadelphia, London, Geneva, 

Rome, places where religious systems and creeds have originated, and proposes 

not to stop until it gets to Jerusalem.  

 

REFORMATION 

 

     There have been many reformers and reformations, so called, but Martin 

Luther and his work so greatly overshadowed all others that we speak of him as 

the Reformer and his work as the Reformation.  But there were Zwingle, Calvin, 

Knox, Wesley, and others, each of whom struck a resounding blow at some 

particular evil and at the same time was either blind or indifferent to many 

others.  

     Luther was aroused by the corruptions of the Roman priesthood, and 

especially the sale of indulgences. He was also uncompromisingly opposed to 

the doctrine of salvation by works. Of course, he found other things in the papal 

system to which he objected. He set out to reform these evils. It seems never to 

have occurred to him that the whole system was wrong.  While he insisted that
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we should be governed by the Word of God, yet he was 

unable to see that there was no authority in that Word for 

many of the things he accepted. While we call his work a 

“reformation,” yet it failed entirely in reforming the 

Roman Church. It resulted in division and the 

establishment of another religious body in which the 

particular evils that Luther fought were left out, but 

which contained many other unscriptural things.  

     John Calvin attempted to reform the Church of Rome, 

principally, by attacking and denouncing its false 

theological dogmas.  He developed a great doctrinal 

system known as “Calvinism,” which has been adopted 

by many of the denominations of modern times. This 

system is probably as unscriptural as the one he opposed. 

His plan of church government is unknown to the Bible, 

and while it may not be as vicious, there is no more 

authority for it in God's Word [continued on page 3] 

********************************************** 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   Please 

fill out a white visitor card (on the table in the 

foyer), including your mailing address and email 

address, and drop it in the collection plate on your 

way out.  We are so glad we can worship together 

today. 

********************************************** 

Second Harvest – Volunteers for Second Harvest 

will not be needed for the next couple of months. 

****************************************** 

Personal Items in room 114 – There are still a lot 

of personal items in room 114 if you would like to 

claim those. 

****************************************** 

Save the Date! – Alayna Russell and Paul Ulderich 

kindly ask that you save the date for their wedding. 

This will be Saturday, June 12, 2021. You may visit 

their website: www.theknot.com/ulderichpartyoftwo 

(formal invitation to follow). 

********************************************** 

Food Committee Bookkeepers 2021 – There is a 

sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for any ladies 

who would be able to sign up for the food 

committee bookkeepers for this year.  

********************************************** 

Doors – When you come to the building at times 

other than service times, please make sure the doors 

latch behind you when you leave. Thank you!  

********************************************** 

Fifth Sunday – Just as a reminder, today is the fifth 

Sunday of the month. So, all contributions will be 

going to pay down the building debt. 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret Turner, 

Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, Richard Fry, Hope 

Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains,  Robert Blackstock 

(a friend of Greg Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska 

Blow’s mother), Angela Henry (Nancy Curtis’s niece), 

George Smith (brother of Brenda Travis), Jimmy and 

JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy Tolley), Darlene Tunnel 

(Dwayne Robinson’s sister), Lisa Lowry (a co-worker of 

Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle Ballard’s 

brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky Orr (John 

Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ aunt), 

Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner (a 

friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 

husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Clyde 

Lindsey (Penny Wyatt’s uncle), Eddie Breeden (a member 

of the Hustburg church of Christ), Betty White (sister of 

Dorothy Cain), Cindy Crossett Smith (a friend’s daughter-

in-law of Gail Townsend), Steve Higginbotham, and 

William Cox (a friend of David Ulderich). 

     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Dorothy Redden, 

Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie Brackins, Tracy 

Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, Lynn White, Lisa 

Haynie, Vickie Cox, Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s mom), 

Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), Dorothy and 

Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ brother), Rita 

Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana Ulderich’s step-

father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross Cole), Tommy 

Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg Matlock), Beau Griffin, 

Chesney Bell, Louise Holder (Jim’s mom), Russell 

Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of Garrett Todd and 

Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson (a friend of Ross 

Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia Lashlee’s daughter), 

Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and John Dawson), Brian 

Melton (a friend of John and Cindy Lumpkin), David 

Nowlin (a friend of Joan Phillips), Thomas Little (a 

friend’s grandson of Wanda Horner and Marge Phillips), 

Sue Bell, Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s widow), Janice 

and Billy Watkins, Janice White, Kim Fisher (a friend of 

Nicole Blackburn), Muriel Larkins (Bryan’s 

grandmother), Brenda Travis, Virgie Heintz, Kristy 

(Danny Hardin’s daughter), Rita Kelly, Audrey Joralmon, 

Myrt McLarty, Debbie Frettwell (Sanders), Carolyn 

Wheatley, Tony Matlock, Susan Phipps, Alan Douglas 

(and sons, Pete and Will), Betty Vetsch (Carol 

Hollingsworth’s niece), Lainey and Levi Chisholm, and 

Barry Richardson (a tenant of the Thompsons).   
     Sympathy: To the families of Madison Furr (Kristi 

Duffey’s father), Marcia Hatley, Clella Jean Prince (Rex 

Wynn’s sister), and Mike Hardin (Carolyn Stokes’ son and 

Bobby Shannon’s nephew). 

     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 

Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 

Special Donations 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer, Rachel Epperson, Eva 

Maiden, & Marcia Hatley by m/m Sid 

Osment. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Tim Plunk. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Clella 

Prince by m/m Bill Haragin.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Bill Jarnagin.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Britt Thompson.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer by Ruth M. Lesley. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Charles Whitfield. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer by m/m Larry McKenzie. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by Anita Boyd. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Eva 

Maiden and Carolyn Farmer by Anita Boyd. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by 

the families and by the church. 

Recent Prayer Requests 

• Please keep this country in your prayers.  

• Shane Karney, the grandson of Kathy Butler,  

has been diagnosed with cancer. Please keep 

Kathy and Ann in your prayers.  

• Ron McKinney, a friend of the Thompson’s, had 

a stroke. He is improving.  

• Jerry Sparks, Wesley’s dad, is in need of our 

prayers.  

• Virgie Heintz’s niece, Carol Borchert, has 

covid-19 and is still in the Dickson hospital.  

• Rosa Berdy, a niece of Debra Bates, had a 

miscarriage. Prayers are requested for her and the 

family. 

• Fran Utley, Anita Boyd’s daughter-in-law, has 

shingles. 

• Tom McCormack also has shingles. 

• We express our deepest sympathy to the family of 

Jerry Baughs, Jana Ulderich’s dad, who passed 

away recently. Please remember Jana and the rest 

of this family in your prayers.  

• Penny Wyatt’s niece, Hannah Coffman, has a 

nephew that is deathly sick. He is 13 years old.  

FROM THE ELDERS   

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would 

like to be identified as a member here or if you have 

not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, we 

would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain 

issues and matters of doctrine. 

FOR THE RECORD 
Week of January 24, 2021 

 

Sunday Morning Worship:  96 

Sunday Evening Worship:   -- 

Wednesday Night:   54 

 
- Sunday morning Bible classes remain temporarily 

suspended due to covid-19 concerns. 

 [Continued from page 2] than there is for the Catholic. It 

seems never to have dawned on him to reject all human 

doctrines and practices and return to the New Testament.  

     John Wesley's work was an effort to reform the Church 

of England. This church is founded upon human authority 

and its form of government is wholly unlike that of the 

New Testament church, but either Mr. Wesley could not 

see this, or else, seeing it, he would not reject it. He 

deplored the cold, lifeless, ritualism of the English church, 

its worldliness and lack of zeal, and he sought to reform it 

along these lines, but there is no evidence that he 

considered it of any importance that it differed widely 

from the church that Jesus established.  

     And thus it is with all the reformers. None of them 

ever seemed to grasp the idea that all authority and 

religious matters is to be found in the scriptures –the New 

Covenant –and whatsoever is not authorized therein is not 

to be accepted. Some of them expressed this idea in 

words, but did not seem to realize what it meant and made 

no effort to reduce it to practice.  

 

RESTORATION 

 

     But about the beginning of the 19th century another 

religious movement began to take shape that turned out to 

have an altogether different aim from all former ones. It 

began as a protest against division among professed 

Christians, but as it developed it took on other objectives, 

all of which soon converged into one great purpose—the 

elimination of all unscriptural doctrines and practices and 

the restoration of the religion of Christ in theory, in   
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 practice, and in spirit.  

     What came to be the primary aim of this movement 

did not at first seem clear to the leaders themselves, 

and hence they frequently spoke of themselves as the 

“Reformers” and of the movement as “the current 

Reformation.” They also used the terms “restore” and 

“restoration.” The following quotation from Jennings’ 

“Origin and Early History of the Disciples of Christ” is 

in point: “The terms ‘Restoration’ and ‘Reformation’ 

were frequently Applied to the movement discussed in 

this book. The leaders wanted to restore Christianity to 

what they called it's primitive purity. In order to do 

this, they taught that certain reforms in doctrine and 

practice were necessary; hence, the movement was 

called the ‘Reformation,’ and those who took part in it, 

‘Reformers.’ It seems, therefore, that restoration was 

to be accomplished by a complete reformation of every 

unscriptural characteristic.” 

     This movement began in Kentucky about 1804 by 

Barton W. Stone and others, and a few years later in 

Western Pennsylvania by Thomas and Alexander 

Campbell. Perhaps the best expression of its great 

objective is the following by Moses E. Lard, a disciple 

of Alexander Campbell: “the Restoration was to 

consist in holding precisely and only what is taught in 

the Word of God and in founding our practices strictly 

thereon. It was determined that the final end to which 

the restoration should look is a complete return to 

primitive Christianity in doctrine, in practice, and in 

spirit. All of which is concisely expressed in the 

following discussion: To believe precisely what the 

scriptures teach, to practice only what they enjoin, and 

to reject everything else. Hence, the Restoration 

proposed was to be marked, positively, by accepting as 

matters of faith, what and only what the holy scriptures 

teach; practically, by doing everything and only what 

they enjoin; and negatively, by rejecting everything 

which they do not sanction. Hence, all practices having 

their origin in tradition, human reason, or expediency 

are utterly eschewed. Such was the Restoration 

proposed by Mr. Campbell and his brethren.” (Lard’s 

Quarterly, 1863.) 
 

*Gospel Advocate (Nashville, TN.: April 13, 1933), 346. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events 

 

February 6th – Bowling and pizza. Leave 
@12 

 

Scripture Readers 

January 31st AM Adam Blackburn 
January 31st PM Paul Ulderich 
February 3rd Austin Sparks 
February 7th AM Joel Sisco 
February 7th PM  
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