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Elders 
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Bill Jarnagin 
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David Ulderich 
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djulderich@gmail.com 

John Dawson 
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Deacons 

Dennis Richardson 

William Blow 

Tom Ulderich. 

Joe Sisco 

Michael Laux 

Wesley Sparks 

Daniel Richardson 

Britt Johnson  

Sid Osment    

 

 Minister   

Daniel Cook 

  731.441.5217 

Youth Minister 

Paul Ulderich 

  731.792.5522 

Schedule of Services 

 

SUNDAY 

  Bible Study (suspended) 

  Morning Worship 10:00 am  

  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 

  Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Law a Hard Yoke 
By Roy H. Lanier 

     “Now therefore why make ye trial of God, that ye should put a yoke upon the 

neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?” (Acts 

15:10.)  

     This is a statement made by Peter at the Jerusalem conference to settle the 

question as to whether Gentiles would be required to be circumcised and keep 

the law of Moses. There were those, even in the church, who, though they 

believed in Christ and had obeyed the gospel, had not yet learned that the law of 

Moses came to an end in Christ, and they still observed many of the forms of the 

law. (Acts 15:1, 5.) Peter argued that since God had accepted the Gentiles 

without circumcision and had given them the baptism of the Holy Spirit as proof 

of his acceptance, it would be putting God on trial to refuse to consider them as 

members of the church. And, further, all, both Jews and Gentiles, are to be 

saved by grace and not by observance of law. Salvation by law was a yoke 

which no one had ever been able to bear. The word “yoke” is a symbol of 

bondage. Slaves were spoken of as being under the yoke. (1 Tim. 6:1.) Yokes 

were made for beasts of burden. True, Jesus speaks of his yoke which he invites 

us to take upon us; but he hastens to say that his yoke is easy. (Matt. 11:29, 30.) 

The law of Moses was a yoke which none could bear, but the yoke Jesus places 

upon us is easy.  

     In what sense was the law a yoke which none could bear? In the first place, 

and that which I think Peter had in mind, justification by law was impossible. 

Peter reasoned that since the Jews had been trying in vain for centuries to be 

justified by their perfect observance of all the detailed requirements of the law, 

it would be foolish to require the Gentiles to attempt the same vain efforts. “In 

affirming that the law was a yoke that the Jews had not been able to bear, he 

meant that they had not been able so to keep it as to be saved by the perfection 

of their obedience to it.” (McGarvey.) 

     . . . The law was powerless to justify anyone.  “For if there had been a law 

given which could make alive, verily righteousness would have been of the 

law.” (Gal. 3:21.) And: “Because by the works of the law shall no flesh be 

justified in his sight; for through the law, cometh the knowledge of sin.” (Rom. 

3:20.) And: “For the law having a shadow of the good things to come, not the 

very image of the things, can never with the same sacrifices year by year, which 

they offer continually, make perfect them that draw nigh.” (Heb. 10:1.) Then he 

goes on to say that the law had only the blood of animals which could never 

take away sins. (See also Heb. 9:6-10.)
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     But there is another sense in which the law was a 

yoke, heard, almost, if not altogether, impossible to bear. 

There are so many regulations of the daily doings in both 

home and business that it was most difficult to know 

them all, and more difficult to observe them. We chafe 

under the almost endless regulations of the OPA, WPB, 

NLRB, and so many other bureaus that we wonder if the 

alphabet can furnish names for them all; but with all of 

our regulations we have little to vex us in comparison 

with what the Jews had. [Continued on page 3]  

********************************************** 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   Please 

fill out a white visitor card (on the table in the 

foyer), including your mailing address and email 

address, and drop it in the collection plate on your 

way out.  We are so glad we can worship together 

today. 

********************************************** 

Second Harvest – Volunteers for Second Harvest 

will not be needed for the next couple of months. 

****************************************** 

Personal Items in room 114 – There are still a lot 

of personal items in room 114 if you would like to 

claim those. 

****************************************** 

Save the Date! – Alayna Russell and Paul Ulderich 

kindly ask that you save the date for their wedding. 

This will be Saturday, June 12, 2021. You may visit 

their website: www.theknot.com/ulderichpartyoftwo 

(formal invitation to follow). 

********************************************** 

Food Committee Bookkeepers 2021 – There is a 

sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for any ladies 

who would be able to sign up for the food 

committee bookkeepers for this year.  

********************************************** 

Lads to Leaders – Anyone who wants to go to the 

Lads to Leaders convention needs to get the 

registration forms to Tom Ulderich soon. It can be 

filled out, taken a picture of, and texted to him (431-

8235). The last day of January is the last day he can 

sign anyone up.  

********************************************** 

Sue Bell announcement – We are sad to announce 

that Sue Bell is no longer a resident of Benton 

County. Her house has been sold. She hopes to be 

able to come and worship with us once covid-19 has 

died down. We already miss her and look forward to 

her visit. Her address is on the bulletin board. 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret Turner, 

Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, Richard Fry, Hope 

Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains,  Robert Blackstock 

(a friend of Greg Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska 

Blow’s mother), Angela Henry (Nancy Curtis’s niece), 

George Smith (brother of Brenda Travis), Jimmy and 

JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy Tolley), Darlene Tunnel 

(Dwayne Robinson’s sister), Lisa Lowry (a co-worker of 

Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle Ballard’s 

brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky Orr (John 

Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ aunt), 

Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner (a 

friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 

husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Clyde 

Lindsey (Penny Wyatt’s uncle), Eddie Breeden (a member 

of the Hustburg church of Christ), Betty White (sister of 

Dorothy Cain), Cindy Crossett Smith (a friend’s daughter-

in-law of Gail Townsend), Steve Higginbotham, and 

William Cox (a friend of David Ulderich). 

     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Dorothy Redden, 

Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie Brackins, Tracy 

Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, Lynn White, Lisa 

Haynie, Vickie Cox, Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s mom), 

Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), Dorothy and 

Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ brother), Rita 

Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana Ulderich’s step-

father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross Cole), Tommy 

Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg Matlock), Beau Griffin, 

Chesney Bell, Louise Holder (Jim’s mom), Russell 

Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of Garrett Todd and 

Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson (a friend of Ross 

Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia Lashlee’s daughter), 

Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and John Dawson), Brian 

Melton (a friend of John and Cindy Lumpkin), David 

Nowlin (a friend of Joan Phillips), Thomas Little (a 

friend’s grandson of Wanda Horner and Marge Phillips), 

Sue Bell, Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s widow), Janice 

and Billy Watkins, Janice White, Kim Fisher (a friend of 

Nicole Blackburn), Muriel Larkins (Bryan’s 

grandmother), Brenda Travis, Virgie Heintz, Kristy 

(Danny Hardin’s daughter), Rita Kelly, Audrey Joralmon, 

Myrt McLarty, Debbie Frettwell (Sanders), Carolyn 

Wheatley, Tony Matlock, Susan Phipps, Alan Douglas 

(and sons, Pete and Will), Betty Vetsch (Carol 

Hollingsworth’s niece), and Lainey and Levi Chisholm.   
     Sympathy: To the families of Madison Furr (Kristi 

Duffey’s father), Marcia Hatley, Clella Jean Prince (Rex 

Wynn’s sister), and Mike Hardin (Carolyn Stokes’ son and 

Bobby Shannon’s nephew). 

     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 

Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 

Special Donations 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer, Rachel Epperson, Eva 

Maiden, & Marcia Hatley by m/m Sid 

Osment. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Tim Plunk. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Clella 

Prince by m/m Bill Haragin.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Bill Jarnagin.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Britt Thompson.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer by Ruth M. Lesley. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by m/m Charles Whitfield. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Carolyn Farmer by m/m Larry McKenzie. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Marcia Hatley by Anita Boyd. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Eva 

Maiden and Carolyn Farmer by Anita Boyd. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by 

the families and by the church. 

Recent Prayer Requests 

• Please keep this country in your prayers.  

• Shane Karney, the grandson of Kathy Butler,  

has been diagnosed with cancer. Please keep 

Kathy and Ann in your prayers.  

• Barry Richardson, a tenant of the Thompson’s, 

has a blood clot in his leg. The doctors are 

considering amputation. 

• Ron McKinney, a friend of the Thompson’s, had 

a stroke. He is improving. He was taken off the 

breathing machine. He is now responsive and 

moving his fingers.  

• Jerry Sparks, Wesley’s dad, is in need of our 

prayers.  

• Teresa Baker’s son-in-law, Jason Koch, is doing 

better and has been able to return to work.  

• Virgie Heintz’s niece, Carol Borchert, has 

covid-19 and is still in the Dickson hospital.  

 

• Rosa Berdy, a niece of Debra Bates, is going 

through a miscarriage right now and prayers are 

requested for her and the family. 

• Fran Utley, Anita Boyd’s daughter-in-law, has 

shingles. 

• Tom McCormack also has shingles. 

• Chris Weatherly, Rebecca Whitfield’s son, 

tested positive for covid. 

FROM THE ELDERS   

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would 

like to be identified as a member here or if you have 

not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, we 

would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain 

issues and matters of doctrine. 

FOR THE RECORD 
Week of January 17, 2021 

 

Sunday Morning Worship:  114 

Sunday Evening Worship:   52 

Wednesday Night:   -- 

 
- Sunday morning Bible classes remain temporarily 

suspended due to covid-19 concerns. 

     [Continued from page 2] if the farmer wished to plow, 

he was not allowed to use an ox and ass together. (Deut. 

22:10.) If he wished to sow his land, he was not allowed 

to mix the seed. (Deut. 22:9.) And when he went to reap 

what his land had produced, he must not gather what was 

in the corners of the field, nor was he to pick up what was 

dropped; and if fruit had fallen during the night either 

from being overripe or by wind, he must not pick it up—it 

was to be left for the poor. (Lev. 19:9, 10.) And when they 

made bread of the new crop of wheat, they must set aside 

a part of the dough for a heave offering. (Num. 15:20, 21.) 

And if an error was made with reference to any of these 

regulations, various offerings, including a goat, were to be 

offered to God. (Num. 15:22-31.) If they found a bird’s 

nest, they might take the eggs or young birds, but must 

not take the old bird. (Deut. 22:6-7.) When they went 

hunting and killed beast or bird, they must shed the blood 

and be sure to cover it with dust. (Lev. 17:13.) If they 

planted a fruit tree, the fruit was to be “uncircumcised” 

for three years, meaning the fruit for three years cannot be 

eaten. And then the fourth year the fruit was to go to God. 

They could use the fifth-year fruit. (Lev. 19:23-25.) They 

could not cut their hair round, or “round the corners,” not 

mar the corners of their beard. (Lev. 19:27.) They had to 
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pay wages daily, not keeping overnight the money which 

a man had earned. (Lev. 19:13.) They could not wear a 

garment of “mingled stuff,” such as wool and linen. 

(Deut. 22:11; Lev. 19:19.) A woman was not allowed to 

“where that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall 

my man put on a woman's garment.” (Deut. 22:5.) It is 

amusing to hear some preachers of our day rant about 

women wearing trousers, because Moses said women of 

his day should not do so. At that very time that preacher 

had on garments made of wool, cotton, silk, or rayon. 

Why does the one verse apply to women, but the other 

does not apply to man? If a man wished to build a house, 

he must put a battlement on top. (Deut. 22:8.) If they 

bought a house in a walled city, the seller might change 

his mind and redeem the house anytime within a year. 

(Lev. 25:29.) Every seventh year the land was to be 

allowed to rest, and what grew of itself was not to be 

gathered. (Lev. 25:1-7.) And every fifty years all 

property, except houses in the walled cities, went back to 

the original owners. (Lev. 25:8-17.) These and many 

other regulations made life tedious. I am not suggesting 

that I think they were wrong, that the laws were not for 

the good of the people; I am simply citing a few 

examples of the minute regulations which the Jews had to 

contend with which made the law a yoke hard to bear.  

     Adam Clarke gives a curious story from an ancient 

writing which shows the oppressive nature of the law, 

especially in the hands of avaricious priests. It follows:       

     “There was a widow in our neighborhood who had 

two orphaned children. She had one field; and when she 

began to plow it, one came and said: ‘Thou shalt not 

plow with an ox and an ass together.’ When she went to 

sew it, he said: ‘Thou shalt not sow thy field with divers 

seed.’ When she began to reap and to gather the sheaves 

together, he said: ‘Leave a handful in the corners of the 

field for the poor.’ When she prepared to thresh it, he 

said: ‘Give me the wave offering and the first and second 

tithes.’  She did as she was commanded, and then went 

and sold her field and bought two ewes that she might 

clothe herself and family with the wool and get profit by 

the lambs. When they brought forth their lambs, Aaron 

came and said: ‘Give me the firstlings, for the holy, 

blessed God hath said, “All the firstborn, whatsoever 

openeth the womb, shall be thine.”’ She yielded to his 

demands and gave him two lamps. When shearing time 

came, he said: ‘give me the first fruits of the wool.’ When 

The widow had done this, she said: ‘I cannot stand before 

this man; I will kill my sheep and eat them.’ When she 

had killed the sheep, Aaron came and said: ‘give me 

the shoulder, and the jaws, and the ventricle.’ The 

widow said: ‘Though I have killed my sheep, I am not 

delivered from this man; I, therefore, consecrate the 

whole to God.’ Then Aaron said: ‘All belongs to me, 

for the holy, blessed God hath said, Everything that is 
consecrated in Israel shall be his”’—i.e., the priest’s. 
He, therefore, took the whole carcass and marched off, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events 

 

February 6th – Bowling and pizza. Leave 
@12 

 

Scripture Readers 

January 24th AM Aden Hardin 
January 24th PM Trevor Smith 
January 27th CJ Baker 
January 31st AM Adam Blackburn 
January 31st PM Paul Ulderich 
February 3rd Austin Sparks 
February 7th AM Joel Sisco 
February 7th PM  
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leaving the widow and her orphan daughters 
overwhelmed with affliction.”  
     Of course this is an exaggerated picture, but it 
increases our conception of the law as a yoke too hard 
to bear.  

 

*Gospel Advocate (Nashville, TN.: April 12, 1945), 201, 203. 


