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 Minister   

Daniel Cook 
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Youth Minister 

Paul Ulderich 

  731.792.5522 

Schedule of Services 

 

SUNDAY 

  Bible Study 9:00 am 

  Morning Worship 9:50 am  

  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 

  Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

 

Christian Hope (Part I) 
By Roy H. Lanier 

     Christianity is the religion of hope. In its acceptance we hope to become free 

from the guilt and pollution of sin; in its observance we hope to be made free 

from the power and practice of sin; and as its reward we hope to gain freedom 

from the penalty and presence of sin throughout all eternity. Hope makes it 

possible for us to bear our burdens, resist the temptations of life, and deny 

ourselves ungodliness and worldly lusts. Hope enables us to nurse our sick, bury 

our dead, and gather up the fragments of a shattered life and build again on the 

solid foundation. Through hope we reach into the future and take hold of the 

unseen realities to give strength and stability to the soul in its fight against the 

things seen and material. By hope we reach within the veil, even into heaven 

itself, to lay hold upon Christ that he may live in our hearts, give us strength, 

courage and patience; that he may be manifested in our mortal flesh, comfort us 

in death, and at last receive us into glory.  

     The word hope is sometimes used to designate the object of our hope; that 

for which we look, as “the one hope of your calling” (Eph. 4:4); “Christ in you, 

the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27); “in hope of eternal life” (Titus 2:13.) But our 

discussion at this time has only to do with that exercise of the soul which is 

composed of desire and expectation. No one can hope for that which he expects 

but does not desire; nor for that which he desires but does not expect. I desire a 

million dollars, but having no grounds for expectation I cannot say I hope to 

receive it. I expect to die, but not having any desire to do that right now I cannot 

say that I hope to die. Both desire and expectation must meet in one before there 

can be hope.  

THINGS THAT EXCITE DESIRE 

     Since hope must have in it the element of desire, what are we to desire, and 

what excites this desire within us? The one consuming desire of the Christian is 

eternal life. In its broad acceptation, “eternal life” means more than simply 

living forever, or eternal existence. It means full and free communion with God, 

Jesus Christ, in all the redeemed in an environment where sin can never come 

with its blighting influences. It is said that the righteous shall “go away into” 

eternal life. (Matt. 25:46.) So from this we see that eternal life is a state of bliss 

into which people may go. And that is the desire of every Christian. What 

excites within us that desire? First, our condition of unrest, failing health, trials, 

obligations, disappointments and heartaches here in this life cause us to desire 

something better. As was said of them of old, we desire a [Continued on page 3] 
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A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   Please 

fill out a white visitor card (on the table in the 

foyer), including your mailing address and email 

address, and drop it in the collection plate on your 

way out.  We are so glad we can worship together 

today. 

****************************************** 

Second Harvest – Volunteers for Second Harvest 

will not be needed for the next couple of months. 

****************************************** 

Personal Items in room 114 – There are still a lot 

of personal items in room 114 if you would like to 

claim those. 

****************************************** 

Wednesday Night Devotionals – The new year is 

just around the corner. Perhaps a new year’s 

resolution for some of our men could be to work on 

public speaking by presenting a short devotional on 

Wednesday nights. There is a sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board. Those who have already been 

participating in this have been doing a great job! 

****************************************** 

Lads to Leaders Awards – Awards will be given 

out for Lads to Leaders this evening after worship. 

********************************************** 

From House to House, Heart to Heart: 

“Subtract the Pants” 

A college graduate had passed with flying colors. 

He was a full-fledged certified Public Accountant. 

     He returned home feeling proud of himself. His 

father had immigrated to the U.S. and now owned 

his own little business.  

     The young man began to criticize his father’s 

bookkeeping. “Dad, you don’t even know how 

much profit you’ve made. Over here in this drawer 

are your accounts receivable. Over there are your 

receipts, and you keep all your money in the cash 

register. You don’t have any idea how much money 

you’ve made.”  

     The father answered, “Son, when I came to this 

country the only thing I owned was a pair of pants. 

Now, your brother is a doctor, your sister is an art 

teacher, and you are a CPA. Your mother and I own 

our home. We have a car, and we own this little 

business. Now add that up, subtract the pants, and 

all the rest is profit.” –Author Unknown  

 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret Turner, 

Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, Richard Fry, Hope 

Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains,  Robert Blackstock 

(a friend of Greg Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska 

Blow’s mother), Larry White (a friend of Greg Matlock), 

Angela Henry (Nancy Curtis’s niece), George Smith 

(brother of Brenda Travis), Marsha Hatley, Jimmy and 

JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy Tolley), Darlene Tunnel 

(Dwayne Robinson’s sister), Lisa Lowry (a co-worker of 

Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle Ballard’s 

brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky Orr (John 

Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ aunt), 

Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner (a 

friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 

husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Clyde 

Lindsey (Penny Wyatt’s uncle), Eddie Breeden (a member 

of the Hustburg church of Christ), Betty White (sister of 

Dorothy Cain), Cindy Crossett Smith (a friend’s daughter-

in-law of Gail Townsend), Steve Higginbotham, and 

William Cox (a friend of David Ulderich). 

     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Dorothy Redden, 

Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie Brackins, Tracy 

Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, Lynn White, Lisa 

Haynie, Vickie Cox, Shirley Overby (a friend of Greg 

Matlock), Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s mom), Janet 

Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), Dorothy and Pete 

Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ brother), Rita Hatler, 

David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana Ulderich’s step-father), 

Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross Cole), Tommy Hams (the 

brother-in-law of Greg Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney 

Bell, Louise Holder (Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron 

Roberts (a friend of Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), 

Donnie Cuthbertson (a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie 

Fleischman (Georgia Lashlee’s daughter), Jeff Homan (a 

nephew of Emma and John Dawson), Brian Melton (a 

friend of John and Cindy Lumpkin), David Nowlin (a 

friend of Joan Phillips), Thomas Little (a friend’s 

grandson of Wanda Horner and Marge Phillips), Sue Bell, 

Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s widow), Keith Hamm (a 

friend of Greg Matlock), Janice and Billy Watkins, Janice 

White, Kim Fisher (a friend of Nicole Blackburn), Muriel 

Larkins (Bryan’s grandmother), Brenda Travis, Virgie 

Heintz, Kristy (Danny Hardin’s daughter), Rita Kelly, 

Audrey Joralmon, Myrt McLarty, Debbie Frettwell 

(Sanders), Carolyn Wheatley, Tony Matlock, Susan 

Phipps, and Alan Douglas (and sons, Pete and Will) 

     Sympathy: To the family of Carolyn Farmer. 

     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 

Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 

Special Donations 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Lydia 

Branch by m/m Paul W. Cagle.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of Lydia 

Branch, Mary Belisle, Larry Yarbro, & Eva 

Maiden by Dorothy Laux. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Eva 

Maiden by m/m Bill Jarnagin. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Lydia 

Branch by m/m Thomas Ray Townsend. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Lydia 

Branch by m/m Billy Cagle. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Hunter 

Phillips by Charletta Ragsdale. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Blaine 

Cook by Anita Boyd. 

• Given to the youth fund in memory of Lydia 

Branch by Betty Lucas. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 

families and by the church. 

Recent Prayer Requests 

• We are so sorry to have to report the passing of 

Carolyn Farmer. She passed away Thursday. A 

graveside service was held for her at the 

Crossroads Baptist Church cemetery yesterday 

morning. 

• Marcia Hatley continues to need our prayers. 

• Please keep this country in your prayers.  

• Pete and Dorothy Chappell are in the same room 

at Lifecare Center of Bruceton (their address is on 

the bulletin board). 

• Desmond Jarrett fell and had to have stitches on 

his face. No bones were broken, just swelling and 

soreness.  

• Tonya Robinson’s brother, Robin Saganek and 

family, have covid and need prayers.  

• Cesi Rainwaters was able to come home from the 

hospital. 

• Betty Vetsch, Carol Hollingsworth’s niece, was 

transferred to a nursing home in Paris for rehab.  

• Dwayne Robinson will have a biopsy done on a 

spot under his arm, January 8th.  

• Bill Jarnagin had a pacemaker put in this past 

Friday (Dec. 18th). 

• Janice White has been battling covid and has 

been in the nursing home.  

 

FROM THE ELDERS   

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would like 

to be identified as a member here or if you have not 

had the opportunity to meet the eldership, we would 

like to meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves 

and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

FOR THE RECORD 
Week of December 13, 2020 

 

Sunday Morning Worship:  91 

Sunday Evening Worship:   36 

Wednesday Night:   61 

 
- Sunday morning Bible classes remain temporarily suspended 

due to covid-19 concerns. 

[Continued from front cover] heavenly. (Heb.11:16.) No 

one would want to live forever in the land of failing 

health; where the desires of the flesh and of the mind are 

ever as keen, but a failing physical frame unable longer to 

give satisfaction. None can desire to remain in the domain 

of Death when he may have life “just over the river.”  

Next, God's promise of rest, from all that brings 

unhappiness and dissatisfaction here, and his presence, to 

share with his Son all the glories and beauties of a 

specially prepared place, excites our desire. None can 

read the description given of heaven and compare that 

with what we know we have here without having a desire 

to go there. And last, the torments of hell as the just 

punishment to be visited upon sin cause us to desire 

eternal life. Surely none can read of the “lake that burns 

with fire and brimstone” without desiring a better country; 

and none can read of the beings that will inhabit hell 

without desiring better associates for eternity. These are 

the things which excite within us the desire which is an 

element of hope.  

GROUNDS OF OUR EXPECTATION 

     Since we cannot hope for that which we do not expect 

to receive, we look next for the grounds of our 

expectation. What right do we poor, frail, sinning 

creatures have to expect to live with God in Jesus Christ? 

Humanity forfeited its right to live with God when in the 

garden our first parents sinned. And each individual since 

Adam’s day has repeated that fatal mistake which renders 

one unfit for association and communion with God. How 

then can we dare to expect to go to heaven without being 

guilty of base presumption? Can we live such pure moral 

lives as to give us the right to demand an entrance into 

God's presence? Do we have sufficient strength to force 

our way into heaven, and, after forcing our way into the 

place, to maintain our place there? Is there one who 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

has enough money to purchase a place to live in heaven? 

Is there one with enough “pull” to get in? These are the 

ways of the world to get what they desire. But the very 

thought of these is utter foolishness when looking for 

something upon which to base our expectation of eternal 

life.  

     First, we have God's promise of eternal life, where we 

will be free from all that causes unhappiness here. Paul 

says, “In hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, 

promised before times eternal.” (Titus 1:2.) Regardless of 

how unworthy we have been, how poor we are, how few 

friends we have, or how weak we may be, we have God's 

promise. Now, notice that Paul adds “who cannot lie”; 

God cannot lie when he makes a promise. So we are just 

as sure that he will do what he has promised as we are 

sure that he is God. If he can lie, he is not God; if he 

cannot lie, we may have eternal life, for he has promised.  

     The second thing upon which we may base our 

expectation of eternal life is God's oath. He promised, 

and then swore that he would fulfill the promise. “For 

when God made promise to Abraham, since he could 

swear by none greater, he sware by himself, saying, 

Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will 

multiply thee. . . .    God, being minded to show more 

abundantly unto the heirs of the promise the immutability 

of his counsel, interposed with and both; that by two 

immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to 

lie, we may have a strong encouragement, who have fled 

for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.” (Heb. 

6:13-18.) Someone has suggested that if God has sworn 

by the earth he might be released from his obligation 

when the earth is destroyed; had he sworn by the 

heavens, he might be released from his obligation when 

the heavens passed away with a great noise and the 

elements melt with fervent heat; but since he swear by 

himself, he is eternally obligated to keep his promise. His 

character is involved. His promise and his oath are just as 

immutable as his character is unchangeable. If you can 

think of God being fickle and changeable; if you can 

think of him as being unreliable an untrustworthy, then 

you might think of him failing to keep his promise which 

he sware he would keep. Paul says these two immutable 

things, the promise and oath, give us “strong 

encouragement, . . . to lay hold of the hope set before us.” 

Surely none could ask for better, more secure, ground 

upon which the base his expectation of eternal life.   

     But the third ground of our hope is the person of Jesus 

Christ. These first two are based upon the person and 

character of God, the Father, but he alone does not serve 

as the ground for our hope. Paul speaks of “Jesus Christ 

our hope” (1 Tim. 1:1); of “Christ in you, the hope of 

glory.” (Col. 1:27.) [To be continued next week] 

 
* Gospel Advocate (Nashville, TN.: April 10, 1952), 232-233. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events 

January 2nd – Skyzone. All ages. $15. 
Leave at 12:30. Eat lunch before 

January 9th – Hangout for 5th grade and 
below. 1-3pm.  

February 26-28th – CYC. Total cost is 
$80.  Jan 13th - $25. Feb. 14th -$25.  

Scripture Readers 

 
December 20th AM Trevor Smith 
December 20th PM Hunter Sparks 
December 23rd Jon Dawson 
December 27th AM Cameron Ballard 
December 27th PM Adam Blackburn 
December 30th Paul Ulderich 
January 3rd AM Aden Hardin 
January 3rd PM Junah Smith 
January 6th Tom Ulderich 
January 10th AM CJ Baker 
January 10th PM Joel sisco 
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