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Deacons 
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William Blow 
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Joe Sisco 
Michael Laux 
Wesley Sparks 
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Britt Johnson  
Sid Osment    
 

 Minister   
Daniel Cook 
  731.441.5217 

Youth Minister 
Paul Ulderich 
  731.792.5522 

Schedule of Services 
 
SUNDAY 
  Bible Study 9:00 am 
  Morning Worship 9:50 am  
  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
  Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 
The Dignity of Work 

Guy N. Woods 
 
      The word “work,” often occurring in the sacred writings, and with a 
variety of meanings, is a term of great significance. It is exertion the 
design of which is to accomplish a purpose. It implies active energy. It 
may be physical, mental, moral or spiritual energy, or a combination of 
two or more of these. Moreover, there are good works and bad works, 
works of God and works of the devil. (John 3:8; 6:29.) The meaning of 
the word “work as used in this article is employment—gainful 
occupation—for the purpose of earning a living. More knowledge of 
what is involved in work, and a greater dedication thereto, is sorely 
needed in our society today.  
     It is sinful to avoid or evade honest toil. A refusal to work, in order to 
provide for the necessities of life is by the holy Spirit regarded as 
disorderly conduct! (2 Thess. 3:6.) It is indeed a sin of sufficient gravity 
to justify the exclusion of such a one from the fellowship of the 
congregation. Many, in the church in Thessalonica were from laboring 
classes, and their duties often brought them into competition with slaves. 
Some of them began to regard manual labor as degrading; they quit their 
jobs and fell back on the church for support.  
     To correct this condition, and to demonstrate the dignity of labor, Paul 
supported himself by making tents while in that city, though he had the 
right to claim their support as an apostle. (2 Thess. 3:9, 10; 1 Cor. 9:1–
18.) He pursued this course, not only in Thessalonica, but in Ephesus and 
elsewhere. (2 Cor. 11:9.) To the elders of the church in Ephesus he said, 
“Ye yourselves know that these hands ministered unto my necessities, 
and to them that were with me. In all things I gave you an example, that 
so laboring ye ought to help the weak.” (Acts 20:34, 35.) He thus cited 
two motives here for work: (1) to support one’s self; (2) to be able to 
assist others. (Rom. 12:17; Tit. 3:14.) 
     A third motive for work is mentioned by Paul in 1 Timothy 5:1–4, 16. 
By it the laborer is enabled to support his family and other dependents.  
[Continued on third page]  



 
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   
Please fill out a white visitor card, including your 
mailing address and email address, and drop it in 
the collection plate.  We are so glad we can worship 
together today. 
********************************************** 
Second Harvest – We invite you to come and help 
us each Monday from 3:30–6 p.m. Please keep an 
eye out for a post from Jennifer Barker about this on 
the church Facebook page. This will let us know if 
we are needed and whether we will be working in 
the freezer or not. 
********************************************** 
Mowing – There is a sign-up sheet on the board for 
those who are able to help mow with the tractor or 
zero-turn.  
********************************************** 
Wednesday Night Classes  
- All are welcome to join Tom’s class each 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. on Facebook 
live. 

- Daniel Cook has been posting classes each week 
to Facebook on anxiety and stress. These will be 
posted by Thursday morning each week to the 
church’s Facebook page.  

********************************************** 
Liberia – Students and the Ford-Madden Christian 
School in Monrovia Liberia are in need of support. 
For $325 we can sponsor a student and provide a 
Christian education for an entire year. Anyone 
wishing to sponsor a child may do so by giving that 
to Bill Jarnagin. All support for this is very much 
appreciated. 
********************************************** 

Wedding Shower – We will be having a wedding 
shower for Haley Brooke Howe and Gregory 
McDowell here at the church building on Sunday, 
August 30th, from 2–3p.m. They are registered at 
Walmart, Target, and Ivy Corner. This will be a 
drive through only shower. Please pull in from the 
bypass and go under the awning. We also ask that 
everyone please remain in your cars and Haley and 
Gregory will greet you and receive your gift. Then 
exit onto Thompson Road.  
********************************************** 

New Email Address – David Ulderich has a new 
email address: djulderich@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

     Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret 
Turner, Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, Richard Fry, 
Hope Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains,  Robert 
Blackstock (a friend of Greg Matlock), Charlotte Loggains 
(LaBriska Blow’s mother), Larry White (a friend of Greg 
Matlock), Angela Henry (Nancy Curtis’s niece), George 
Smith (brother of Brenda Travis), Marsha Hatley, Jace 
Jones (a friend of William Holder), Jimmy and JoAnn 
Arnold (friends of Tracy Tolley), Darlene Tunnel 
(Dwayne Robinson’s sister), Cindy Lomax (a friend of 
Mike Wilson), Lisa Lowry (a co-worker of Michelle 
Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle Ballard’s brother), 
Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky Orr (John Taylor’s 
Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ aunt), Lesia Jordan 
(a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner (a friend of Ross 
Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ husband), Faylene 
Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Clyde Lindsey (Penny 
Wyatt’s uncle), Eddie Breeden (a member of the Hustburg 
church of Christ), and Betty White (sister of Dorothy 
Cain). 
     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Eva Maiden, 
Dorothy Redden, Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie 
Brackins, Tracy Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, 
Lynn White, Lisa Haynie, Vickie Cox, Shirley Overby (a 
friend of Greg Matlock), Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s 
mom), Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), 
Dorothy and Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ 
brother), Rita Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana 
Ulderich’s step-father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross 
Cole), Tommy Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg 
Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney Bell, Louise Holder 
(Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of 
Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia 
Lashlee’s daughter), Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and 
John Dawson), Brian Melton (a friend of John and Cindy 
Lumpkin), David Nowlin (a friend of Joan Phillips), Larry 
Yarbro (Grandfather of Mark and John Yarbro), Thomas 
Little (a friend’s grandson of Wanda Horner and Marge 
Phillips), Sue Bell, Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s widow), 
Keith Hamm (a friend of Greg Matlock), Janice and Billy 
Watkins, Janice White, Kim Fisher (a friend of Nicole 
Blackburn), Carolyn Farmer, Muriel Larkins (Bryan’s 
grandmother), Carlos Miranda, Brenda Travis, 
Donna Grimes, and Rebecca Whitfield. 
     Sympathy: To the families of Joe Swearingen (the 
husband of Zula Swearingen and Nancy Curtis’ 
brother-in-law) and Hattie Freeland. 
     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 
Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 
Special Donations 

 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Joe 

Swearingen by m/m Bill Jarnagin.  
• Given to the building fund in memory of 

Douthitt & Laura Whitfield by m/m Andy 
Earheart.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of Joe 
Swearingen by Anita Boyd. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Bobby 
Ragsdale Sr. by Pat Osment. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by Meg Floyd. 

• Given to for the benefit of students in Liberia, 
West Africa, in memory of Mary Belisle, by 
Jim and Jenny Bacon. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Dennis Richardson.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by Chris, Angela, and Doss Hicks. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary  
Belisle by m/m Charles Whitfield. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Ira Riley. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Thomas Ray Townsend. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 
families and by the church. 

 
Recent Prayer Requests 

• We extend our deepest sympathy to the family 
of Hattie Freeland. Her service was held this 
past Monday at Plunk Funeral Home. 

• Prayers are requested for Cindy Crossett Smith 
(a friend’s daughter-in-law of Gail Townsend 
and Jeff Crossett’s cousin). They found that she 
has non hodgkin's lymphoma. She will be taking 
treatments for this. 

• Steve Higginbotham, the minister at the Karns 
Church of Christ, has been diagnosed with stage 
4 cancer in several places. This is the 
congregation where two of John and Emma’s 
daughters attend.  

• Carol Hollingsworth was admitted to the 
hospital in Jackson with a bowel obstruction. 

They hope that it will clear on its own so that no 
surgery will be necessary. 

• Rita Kelley is planning to have knee 
replacement surgery this Wednesday (Aug. 26th) 
in Paris. 

FROM THE ELDERS 

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would 
like to be identified as a member here or if you have 
not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, we 
would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 
ourselves and to explain our position on certain 
issues and matters of doctrine. 

FOR THE RECORD 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 

 
Sunday morning worship: 98 
 
- All other services remain temporarily suspended due to covid-
19 concerns. 

[Continued from front cover] The fatherless and widows 
are to be visited in their affliction (James 1:27) and one is 
to work in order that he may have “whereof to give to him 
that hath need” (Eph. 4:28). 
     A fourth reason assigned by Paul is that work enables 
us to be useful and practical citizens of the community in 
which we live. It is our obligation to “walk becomingly 
toward them that are without” (1 Thess. 4:12), and to 
“take thought for things honorable in the sight of all men” 
(Rom. 12:17). Condemned, in the Bible, are all types and 
kinds of fraud, cheating, gambling, stealing, and any other 
activity not honest and honorable in nature. No Christian 
can properly or acceptably engage in any business which 
results in moral or spiritual harm to others.  
     A fifth reason set out in the Scriptures why children of 
God should engage in gainful and honorable work is that 
they may be able to support the preaching of the gospel. 
(1 Cor. 9:1–18; 2 Cor. 12:13.) 
     When Paul was in Thessalonica, he admonished the 
brethren not to support those who, through indolence and 
laziness, refused to provide for themselves the necessities 
of life. This principle, as old as the race, is traceable to 
Genesis 3:19. To support the shiftless, the lazy and the 
indolent, is to encourage them in such uselessness, and to 
become a part to their indolence. Paul, before writing to 
the Thessalonians, had received a report that some in the 
church in that city were refusing to work, and were 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

spending their time gadding about and gossiping. He 
said, “For we hear of some that work among you 
disorderly, that work not at all, but are busybodies.” (2 
Thess. 3:11.) There is an interesting and amusing play  
on the Greek words translated “work” and “busybodies,” 
not apparent in the translation. It may be loosely 
translated, “Some have no business, and yet are busy 
with everybody’s business! To these Paul wrote, “Now 
them that are such we command and exhort in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their 
own bread.” (2 Thess. 3:12.) The adage, “An idle mind 
is the devil’s workshop,” is indeed a true one, and the 
devil can always find mischief for idle hands to do. 
     Our Lord grew up in an atmosphere of menial toil 
and he was always busy. Joseph, his foster father, in 
teaching him the carpenter’s trade, followed the practice 
of all Jewish parents in teaching their sons how to work 
with their hands. There is a rabbinical saying that “He 
who does not teach his son a trade teaches him to steal.” 
Most of the youthful unrest now obtaining through the 
land would never have occurred if parents today 
followed this ancient and wise practice.  
     It is senseless to assume that work, any work of an 
honorable nature, lacks dignity or that it disgraces him 
who engages therein. On the contrary, it is a tonic for the 
soul and the body. Before the sin in Eden occurred, God 
put man in the garden “to dress and to keep it.” (Gen. 
2:15.) when the law was given at Sinai, it was provided 
that man should engage regularly in honest toil: “Six 
days shalt thou labor and do all they work.” (Ex. 20:9.) 
Abundant blessing is promised those who work: “The 
hand of the diligent maketh rich.” “He that tilleth his 
land shall have plenty of bread.” “the thoughts of the 
diligent tend only to plenteousness.” (Prov. 10:4; 12:11; 
21:5.) 
     There are, of course, wrong motives for work which 
are to be avoided. It is sinful to work in order to spend it 
on one’s lusts. (James 4:1–3.) Our Lord forbade us to 
lay up treasures on the earth. (Matt. 6:19–25.) 
Covetousness is identified with idolatry. (Luke 12:15; 
Col. 3:5.) Obviously, man was not created in the image 
of the Father and redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ in order that he might spend his days and nights 
only for the purpose of gratifying fleshly desires. Work 
was given to man before the fall of the garden of Eden 
and it is not a curse. God has promised to bless the 
honest and earnest toiler. Idleness is now, and ever has 
been, a curse to mankind. Work, physical work, mental 
activity are all essential to mans’ well being, and 
provide development for the body, the mind and the 
soul. There is, therefore, a multiple blessing in work. It 
has been said that “nature abhors a vacuum,” and the 
Scriptures make abundantly clear that God looks with 
equal distaste on an idler.  
* Gospel Advocate (Nashville, TN: Sept. 23, 1971), 594. 
      

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 
	
August	26th-	Devo	for	6th	grade	and	up.	
Pizza	for	supper.	7:30-9pm	
September	7th-	Devo	for	all	ages.	Pizza	
for	supper.	7:30-9	
September	12th-	Paintball	trip	for	all	
ages	with	parental	consent.	Leave	at	
10am.	Cost	is	$25.	Lunch	will	be	
provided.		
	

Scripture Readers 
August 23rd Tom Ulderich 
August 30th John Dawson 
September 6th Cameron Ballard 
September 13th Aden Hardin 
September 20th CJ Baker 
September 27th Junah Smith 
October 4th Micheal Laux 
October 11th Paul Ulderich 
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