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Schedule of Services 
 
SUNDAY 
  Bible Study 9:00 am 
  Morning Worship 9:50 am  
  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
  Bible Study 7:00 pm 

  
     Though the following article was written 77 years ago, it seems sadly 
and depressingly relevant for our own time. It was authored by James D. 
Bales and appeared in the May 13, 1943 issue of the Gospel Advocate.  

 
The Early Church and Racial Barriers 

 
      We are prone to think that our problems are new. Generally, however, 
the problems which we face are old; but we are new, and so they are new 
to us. One of the new-old problems before the Christian today is the 
problem of racial relationships. What should be our attitude toward those 
of other races? 
     . . . The world-wide program of the church is to reconcile man to God, 
and thus man to man. (Matt. 28: 18–20; 2Cor. 5:20.) This world-wide 
message of reconciliation was committed first into the hands of Jews, a 
people who were steeped in racial prejudices. Let us examine some of 
them, and then let us see the evidence that the early church successfully 
dealt with the problems of racialism.     

I. THE RACIAL ATTITUDES OF THE JEWS WHICH THE 
APOSTLES AND EARLY CHRISTIANS HAD TO 

OVERCOME WITHIN THEMSLVES AND FACE IN OTHERS 
 
The attitude of the Jew Toward the Samaritan. The Samaritans were part 
Jew and part Gentile. . . . They accepted the five books of Moses only, 
and this perhaps helped to give rise to antagonism. Furthermore, they 
worshiped elsewhere than in Jerusalem. (John 4:20.) They had had a 
temple of their own. The Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans, as is 
evidenced by Jesus’ conversation with woman of Samaria. (John 4:10.). 
The Samaritans returned the feeling of antagonism and hatred. (Cf. Luke 
9:51; Ezra 4:7–24; A. Edersheim, “The Life and Times of Jesus, the 
Messiah,” I: 399; Josephus, “Antiquities,” XI: iv 4; XII: iv 1; XVIII: ii 2.) 
The Jews would not give them the privilege of becoming proselytes— 
[Continued on third page] 



 
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   
Please fill out a white visitor card, including your 
mailing address and email address, and drop it in 
the collection plate.  We are so glad we can worship 
together today. 
 
********************************************** 
We Need Your Help – We do not want anyone 
to be inadvertently overlooked for communion 
supplies or bulletins (or anything else that they 
might be in need of during this time). Please let us 
know if this has happened so that we can get these 
to them and/or help in any way that we can. Thanks! 
 
********************************************** 
Second Harvest – We invite you to come and 
help us each Monday from 3:30–6 p.m. Please keep 
an eye out for a post from Jennifer Barker about this 
on the church Facebook page. This will let us know 
if we are needed and whether we will be working in 
the freezer or not. 
********************************************** 
It is great to be together at the building 
again! – Please refer to the letter that was mailed 
out to everyone for new procedures that the elders 
have put in place for the time being. Service will 
still be on Facebook for those who are not able to 
come in person. It will likely still have to be 
recorded, then posted to Facebook, due to 
glitching/Internet issues. It should be posted and 
available by 12:00 p.m. since worship concludes 
around 11:00.   
********************************************** 
Mowing – There is a sign-up sheet on the board 
for those who are able to help mow with the tractor 
or zero-turn.  
 
********************************************** 
Wednesday Night Class – All are welcome to 
join Tom’s class each Wednesday evening at 7:00 
p.m. on Facebook live. These are followed by a 
discussion session via Zoom. 
 
********************************************** 
Bridal Shower – Everyone (both ladies and 
gentlemen) is invited to a bridal shower honoring 
Amy and John Ivey on Saturday, June 13, from 2 to 
4 p.m. This will be in the fellowship room. 
 
 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

     Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret 
Turner, Rex Wynn, Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, 
Richard Fry, Hope Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains, 
Joe Swearingen,  Robert Blackstock (a friend of Greg 
Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska Blow’s mother), 
Larry White (a friend of Greg Matlock), Angela Henry 
(Nancy Curtis’s niece), George Smith (brother of Brenda 
Travis), Marsha Hatley, Jace Jones (a friend of William 
Holder), Jimmy and JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy 
Tolley), Darlene Tunnel (Dwayne Robinson’s sister), 
Cindy Lomax (a friend of Mike Wilson), Wendell Cary 
(member at Westport congregation), Lisa Lowry (a co-
worker of Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle 
Ballard’s brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky 
Orr (John Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ 
aunt), Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 
husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Clyde 
Lindsey (Penny Wyatt’s uncle), and Eddie Breeden (a 
member of the Hustburg church of Christ).  
     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Eva Maiden, 
Dorothy Redden, Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie 
Brackins, Tracy Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, 
Lynn White, Lisa Haynie, Vickie Cox, Shirley Overby (a 
friend of Greg Matlock), Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s 
mom), Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), 
Dorothy and Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ 
brother), Rita Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana 
Ulderich’s step-father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross 
Cole), Tommy Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg 
Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney Bell, Louise Holder 
(Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of 
Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia 
Lashlee’s daughter), Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and 
John Dawson), Brian Melton (a friend of John and Cindy 
Lumpkin), Buddie Webb, David Nowlin (a friend of Joan 
Phillips), Larry Yarbro (Grandfather of Mark and John 
Yarbro), Thomas Little (a friend’s grandson of Wanda 
Horner and Marge Phillips), Sue Bell, Mildred Hedge 
(J.C. Hedge’s widow), Keith Hamm (a friend of Greg 
Matlock), Joey Horton (a friend of Sid Osment), Janice 
and Billy Watkins, Janice White, Kim Fisher (a friend of 
Nicole Blackburn), Carolyn Farmer, and Muriel 
Larkins (Bryan’s grandmother).  
     Sympathy: To the families of Mary Belisle, Charlotte 
Rogers (mother of Wesley Sparks’ coworker), Makenzie 
Goodwin’s dad (she is on Adam Blackburn’s softball 
team), Susan Webb, and Diane Gordon (Carolyn Gordon’s 
daughter-in-law). 
     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 
Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 
Special Donations 

 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by Brent, Jennifer, Allison, and Sam Hedge. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by m/m Daniel Cook. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by m/m Sid Osment. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by Karen Lynch. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by Anita Boyd and m/m Doug Utley.  
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by Geoffery Kee. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle and Charles Wyatt by m/m Desmond 
Jarrett.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Dwayne Robinson & girls. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Don Hubbs. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Charles E. Cunningham. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by Dorothy Laux. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by Jeff Wambles. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 
families and by the church. 

 
Recent Prayer Requests 

 
• Vergie Heintz is having trouble with both 

rotator cuffs.  
• Mike Berdy, Debra Bates’ brother, His wife, 

Lisa, and Debra’s mom, Diana, have all tested 
positive for covid-19, as well as the rest of the 
family living in that home. They live in Indiana, 
so Debra, Cecil, and Ashley have NOT been 
exposed.  

• Richard Wright is back home and doing better. 
• Wendell Cary had surgery at the hospital in 

Memphis recently and continues to need our 
prayers.  

• We extend sympathy to the family of Diane 
Gordon. This was Jack Gordon’s wife and 

Carolyn Gordons daughter-in-law. She had 
cancer. 

• We are also sorry to announce the passing of 
Susan Webb. This happened some time ago, 
but, regrettably, we have only recently learned 
of it (we have not been around each other 
because of covid-19. She is not related to 
Buddie or Shelby Webb. 

• Please pray for this country and the things that 
are going on right now. 
 

FROM THE ELDERS 

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would like to 
be identified as a member here or if you have not had 
the opportunity to meet the eldership, we would like to 
meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves and to 
explain our position on certain issues and matters of 
doctrine. 

 
 

	
THIS WEEK 

June 7, 2020 
 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 
 

Opening Prayer:  Michael Laux 
Closing Prayer:  Dennis Richardson 
Lord’s Table:  Daniel Richardson 

FOR THE RECORD 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 

 
Sunday morning worship: 120 
 
- All other services remain temporarily suspended due to covid-19 
concerns. 

[Continued from first page] a privilege which had 
been granted to heathen. (Hastings’ “Dictionary of the 
Bible,” III:836.) In fact, to be called a Samaritan was 
the same as to be called an apostate, a heretic. (John 
8:48.) This attitude toward the Samaritans is not only 
reflected in the New Testament, but it is also present in 
other writings. As to be expected, the attitude varied in 
its intensity and comprehensiveness in various periods. 
(Edersheim, I:400.) At its best, however, it was none 
too good. At its worst it decreed that their bread was  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“like swine’s flesh; proselytes were not to be received from them; nor would they have part in the resurrection of the 
dead.” (Edersheim, I:401.) And thus it was that hate begat hate and prejudice begat prejudice.  
     The Attitude Toward Gentiles in General. Association with pagan idolaters in times past had led to intermarriages, 
apostasies, and punishments. However, during the days of Paul and Peter the separation of the Jew and the Gentile 
was evident even in their meals. “Rabbinic legislation kept certain definite objects in view, which may be thus 
summarized: To prevent Jews from being inadvertently led into idolatry; to avoid all participation in idolatry; not to 
do anything which might aid the heathen in their worship; and, beyond all this, not to give pleasure, or even help, to 
heathens.” “In truth, the bitter hated which the Jews bore to Gentiles can only be explained from the estimate 
entertained of his character. The most vile, and even unnatural, crimes were imputed to them. . . . They should, so far 
as possible, be altogether avoided, except in cases of necessity or for the sake of business. They and theirs were 
defiled; their houses unclean, as containing idols or things dedicated to them; their feasts, their joyous occasions, 
their very content, were polluted by idolatry; and there was no security, if a heathen were left alone in a room, that he 
might not, in wantonness or by carelessness, defile the wine or meat or the table, or the oil and wheat in the store. 
Under such circumstances, therefore, everything must be regarded as having been rendered unclean.” (Edersheim, 
I:91, 92.) 
     This attitude on the part of the Jews may be partly accounted for by the necessity of separation from a pagan 
people, by their abhorrence of idolatry, by the legislation which tended to keep them apart, and by the oppressions 
and misrepresentations which they had received from others. Tacitus gave an account of the origin of their religion 
which contained some misrepresentation and he concluded that they regarded “the rest of mankind with all the hatred 
of enemies. They sit apart at meals, they sleep apart.” (“History,” 5:5.) The Romans hated them, and one historian 
cynically remarked that the death of thousands of their number was a “poor loss.” (Edersheim, I:66.) 
     The Attitude of the Jews Toward the Romans. Those things which separated them from Gentiles in general 
separated them from Romans in particular. To this was added the hatred of the Romans as persecutors and 
conquerors. The Jews hated them because their beloved country was under the heel of a totalitarian power, because 
they had to pay tribute to a pagan conqueror, because their people were sold as slaves, and because their land was 
defiled and their people slain by the Romans. (Cf. Kirby Page, “How Jesus Faced Totalitarianism.”) 

II. THE STRUGGLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH AGINST RACIAL BARRIERS 
     The Gospel First Spoken in Other Tongues. The dispersion of man in Genesis was accompanied with a 
confounding of languages. The purpose of god to reconcile all men in Christ was evidenced by the fact that on the 
day of Pentecost (when the first full gospel sermon was preached) the apostles were granted such miraculous powers 
that men of all nations, who had gathered in Jerusalem, were able to understand them, each in his own tongue. (Acts 
2:1–8.) Not only were Jews from all parts of the known world there, but there were also proselytes. (Acts 2:10.) Thus 
the first gospel sermon was preached to men from various races.  
     The Absence of Nationalism in the Early Church. Nationalism today so divides some Christians that they are 
ready to kill one another if their respective governments so command them. However, nationalism was absent from 
the Christian spirit of the early church—that is, in so far as they followed Christ, they forgot the person’s race and 
saw only his need, as did the good Samaritan. Murmuring arose in the early church because the Grecian widows were 
being neglected in the daily ministration. (Acts 6:1.) Instead of allowing national antipathies to bother them, they 
immediately took steps to remedy the situation. Seven were selected to especially attend to such matters. It is 
significant that “all the names of the seven are Greek, pointing to a Hellenist rather than a Hebrew extraction, and one 
is especially described as a proselyte, being doubtless chosen to represent a hitherto small, but growing, section of the 
community.” (J. B. Lightfoot, “Galatians,” 297).) 
     Philip Soon carried the Gospel to Samaria. (Acts 8:5.) The church in Jerusalem approved, for it sent Peter and 
John to bestow miraculous gifts on baptized Samaritans. (Acts 8:14.) What a transformation the gospel had wrought 
in their minds, which, from their youth up, had been instilled with prejudices against the Samaritans! Then he had 
wanted to call down fire out of heaven, but now the Spirit was called down upon the Samaritans. (Luke 9:51–56; 
Acts 8:17.) 
     Philip Also Preached the Gospel to a Man of Ethiopia. The condition of the eunuch, though not his color, kept 
him (even as a proselyte of the gate) from some of the sacred services of the Jews. (Deut. 23:1; cf. Amos 9:7.) 
However, regardless of both color and condition, Philip baptized him into Christ. (Gal. 3:26, 27.) [To be continued 
next week] 


