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 Minister   
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Schedule of Services 
 
SUNDAY 
  Bible Study 9:00 am 
  Morning Worship 9:50 am  
  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
  Bible Study 7:00 pm 

  
     How wonderful it is to be able to assemble together again! It is still 
not the way it was, but it is better than the way it has been! One thing that 
I have greatly missed these past several weeks is the fellowship that I 
enjoy with my brothers and sisters in Christ. I don’t mean to say that this 
fellowship has been broken—regardless of where we are, we are still 
members of the Lord’s body and share a common faith—but I feel as 
though I have been made to experience it at a distance lately.  
     There are many benefits of fellowship. The following article, by S. C. 
Boyce, focuses upon the power of it. It has been selected from the 
January 15, 1948 issue of the Gospel Advocate.  

- Daniel Cook 

 
The Power of Fellowship 

 
      “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: yea, and our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3.) 
     Fellowship, we say, is that interest, love, and mutual relations which 
people have one for the other. It would be a hard life, if not an impossible 
one, without this grace. It is no wonder, then that the Bible lays special 
stress on its worth and power.  
     Varied experiences open the door to a oneness of interest. A common 
calling, trade, or profession naturally brings folks together. Paul and 
Aquila were tentmakers by trade. Through a series of circumstances 
(Providentially, I believe), they met at the great city of Corinth. Since 
these two men were of the same trade, Paul made his home with Aquila 
and his wife. The fellowship which Paul enjoyed in that Christian home 
was rich indeed. Later the apostle penned this tribute to Aquila and 
Priscilla, “for my life [they ] laid down their own necks.” Every gospel 
preacher, I believe, can also testify to the fine hospitality which he has 
received in good Christian homes.  
     It is an interesting bit of history—tragic, of course—that the Crimean 
War was largely caused by Nicholas I [Continued on third page] 



 
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   
Please fill out a white visitor card, including your 
mailing address and email address, and drop it in 
the collection plate.  We are so glad we can worship 
together today. 
 
********************************************** 
We Need Your Help – We do not want anyone 
to be inadvertently overlooked for communion 
supplies or bulletins (or anything else that they 
might be in need of during this time). Please let us 
know if this has happened so that we can get these 
to them and/or help in any way that we can. Thanks! 
 
********************************************** 

Second Harvest – We invite you to come and 
help us each Monday from 3:30–6 p.m. Please keep 
an eye out for a post from Jennifer Barker about this 
on the church Facebook page. This will let us know 
if we are needed and whether we will be working in 
the freezer or not. 
********************************************** 
It is great to be together at the building 
again! – Please refer to the letter that was mailed 
out to everyone for new procedures that the elders 
have put in place for the time being. Also, while it is 
necessary for us to assemble together for worship if 
we are able to, if it is going to put you at too much 
risk to your health, please do what you think is best. 
If you think you had better not risk it, we do not 
want you to (though we appreciate your desire to 
come and worship with us). Service will be on 
Facebook for those who are not able to come in 
person. It will likely still have to be recorded, then 
posted to Facebook, due to glitching/Internet issues. 
It should be posted and available by 12:00 p.m.     
********************************************** 
Congradulations! – Amy and John Ivey were 
married yesterday! We want to congratulate them 
and wish them a long and happy life together as they 
begin this new stage in their lives as one.  
 
********************************************** 
Wednesday Night Class – All are welcome to 
join Tom’s class each Wednesday evening at 7:00 
p.m. on Facebook live. These are followed by a 
discussion session via Zoom. 
 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

     Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret 
Turner, Rex Wynn, Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, 
Richard Fry, Hope Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains, 
Joe Swearingen,  Robert Blackstock (a friend of Greg 
Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska Blow’s mother), 
Larry White (a friend of Greg Matlock), Angela Henry 
(Nancy Curtis’s niece), George Smith (brother of Brenda 
Travis), Marsha Hatley, Jace Jones (a friend of William 
Holder), Jimmy and JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy 
Tolley), Darlene Tunnel (Dwayne Robinson’s sister), 
Cindy Lomax (a friend of Mike Wilson), Wendell Cary 
(member at Westport congregation), Lisa Lowry (a co-
worker of Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle 
Ballard’s brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky 
Orr (John Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ 
aunt), Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 
husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Clyde 
Lindsey (Penny Wyatt’s uncle), and Eddie Breeden (a 
member of the Hustburg church of Christ).  
     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Eva Maiden, 
Dorothy Redden, Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie 
Brackins, Tracy Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, 
Lynn White, Lisa Haynie, Vickie Cox, Shirley Overby (a 
friend of Greg Matlock), Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s 
mom), Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), 
Dorothy and Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ 
brother), Rita Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana 
Ulderich’s step-father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross 
Cole), Tommy Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg 
Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney Bell, Louise Holder 
(Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of 
Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia 
Lashlee’s daughter), Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and 
John Dawson), Brian Melton (a friend of John and Cindy 
Lumpkin), Buddie Webb, David Nowlin (a friend of Joan 
Phillips), Larry Yarbro (Grandfather of Mark and John 
Yarbro), Thomas Little (a friend’s grandson of Wanda 
Horner and Marge Phillips), Sue Bell, Mildred Hedge 
(J.C. Hedge’s widow), Keith Hamm (a friend of Greg 
Matlock), Joey Horton (a friend of Sid Osment), Janice 
and Billy Watkins, Janice White, Kim Fisher (a friend of 
Nicole Blackburn), Carolyn Farmer, and Muriel 
Larkins (Bryan’s grandmother).  
     Sympathy: To the families of Mary Belisle, Charlotte 
Rogers (mother of Wesley Sparks’ coworker), Makenzie 
Goodwin’s dad (she is on Adam Blackburn’s softball 
team). 
     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 
Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 
Special Donations 

 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by m/m Sid Osment. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by Karen Lynch. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by Anita Boyd. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle by Geoffery Kee. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 

Belisle and Charles Wyatt by m/m Desmond 
Jarrett.  

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Dwayne Robinson & girls. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Don Hubbs. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by m/m Charles E. Cunningham. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by Dorothy Laux. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Mary 
Belisle by Jeff Wambles. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 
families and by the church. 

 
Recent Prayer Requests 

 
• Jimmy Johnson’s brain surgery went well and 

he is back home. He had the last radiation 
treatment on his hip and will soon begin 
treatment on his head. He is still in need of our 
prayers, but we are glad for the progress he has 
made so far.  

• Tony Hwang, Mike Wilson’s brother-in-law, is 
recovering from cancer surgery on his liver that 
he had recently.  

• Vergie Heintz is having trouble with both 
rotator cuffs. She needs prayers as she seeks 
treatment.  

• Mike Berry, Debra Bates’ brother, has tested 
positive for covid-19. The rest of the family is 
also being tested. Her mom is not feeling well 
either. They are under quarantine. They live in 
Indiana, so Debra, Cecil, and Ashley have NOT 
been exposed.  
 

FROM THE ELDERS 

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would like to 
be identified as a member here or if you have not had 
the opportunity to meet the eldership, we would like to 
meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves and to 
explain our position on certain issues and matters of 
doctrine. 

 
 
[Continued from first page] refusing to call Napoleon 
III, of France, brother. Irked by this slight, Napoleon 
found pretext to declare war that came to involve other 
nations.  
     This traditional brotherhood ideal of kings brings to 
mind an incident related in the Old Testament. In a war 
between Israel and Syria, the latter was disastrously 
defeated. Benhadad, king of Syria, therefore, sent 
envoys to Samaria seeking favorable terms of 
capitulation. Especially were the Syrians solicitous of 
the welfare of their king. They were alert to any 
friendly gesture. Their ears caught from the lips of 
Ahab this happy sentence: “He is my brother.” Yes, 
“thy brother Benhadad,” they echoed in unison. They 
went away glad, knowing that the word “brother” 
betokened a spirit of fellowship between Ahab and 
Benhadad that guaranteed security of life for their 
defeated king.  
     Sometimes fellowship is built for questionable 
purposes and on a none too high level. When Henry 
Clay was practicing law in Kentucky, he found himself 
defending a client of doubtful character. Knowing that 
he had a poor case to win, Clay turned to his inimitable 
oratory. The jury was unmoved. He then resorted to a 
strong emotional appeal, but the jury remained stolid. 
The tide was against the famous lawyer. His shrewd 
observation, however, at this point gave him hope. He 
noticed while he was speaking that one of the jurymen 
occasionally took a quid of tobacco. So when Clay had 
finished his speech he walked by this juror. In passing, 
he asked his fellow chewer of the weed if he minded 
giving him a bit of the good old Kentucky twist. Of 
course he did not. He felt flattered, no doubt. But 
beyond that, at the psychological moment, as we say, 
he built a feeling of common interest between him and 
his fellow Kentuckian. When the twelve reported, this 
lone man had hung the jury.  
     It was through that fellowship which a shepherd has 
for his flock that Nathan was able to build up his 
famous appeal to David. This king of Israel had once  
	



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

been a keeper of sheep. He had sheltered his flock from storm. He had protected them from the wild beasts. 
He had rescued the weak and the lost. He knew the innocence and helplessness of lambs. He could 
understand the attachment of a man who had carried a pet lamb close to his bosom. This very fellowship 
Nathan carefully built up in the story of the rich man who, in order to entertain his friend, spared his own 
flocks, but took and slew the poor man’s single lamb. The king fairly boiled over. That type of man should 
not live. Nathan then slipped in behind David’s high sense of right to bring him face to face with the ugly 
fact that he was, in fact, the rich man who had terribly wronged one of his poor and loyal citizens.  
     Fellowship in the gospel is a mighty power for good. Paul thanked God each time that he recalled the 
fellowship of the Philippians in the gospel. The church at Philippi had supported Paul; therefore, that 
congregation had a common interest and a common joy in every soul that the gospel had saved. It is said 
that a certain man gave a small sum of money toward the erection of a needful building. Each time he 
visited the city where this building stood he took occasion to admire the structure and to congratulate 
himself in the interest which he had in it. If he gave according to his ability, he had a right to be thankful. 
How much grander privilege to claim a part in the saving of a soul for the glories of eternity!  
     Similar thinking draws people into fellowship. A friend of mine told me of one of his fishing trips last 
summer. A few feet from the point where he had cast into the lake sat a fellow follower of Izaak Walton. 
They soon fell into a conversation. They philosophized long and learnedly on all the ills of the present age. 
It happened that the conclusions which they drew were identical. Each could utter a hearty “amen” to the 
wisdom of the other. Finally my friend got up, walked over to the stranger, and, gripping his hand, declare 
that he had not heard a man speak with so much good sense in a long time. Whey this fellowship? They 
were thinking the same thing. 
     No wonder that Paul pleaded that followers of Christ speak the same things, be of the same mind, and 
have the same love. This unity, for which the Lord prayed, will come when men speak where the Bible 
speaks and are silent where the Bible is silent. This unity will come when men surrender all creeds, “isms,” 
hobbies, ambitions, untaught questions, and doctrines of men and return to the happy unity of the New 
Testament. 
     The fellowship of Christ crosses all barriers. To these that are baptized into Christ “there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ.” 
(Gal. 3:28.) This happy tie that binds all that are in Christ into one is greater than any artificial or even 
natural differences which might separate them. Hate, greed, sin, dominate the world, because men have not 
learned the way of peace and the oneness in Christ. Now, this fellowship is timeless. It can cross the 
yawning chasm of the intervening centuries. John, the beloved disciples, wrote his inspired letter that we 
might have fellowship with him. “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, that ye also 
may have fellowship with us.” What a thought! Fellowship with him who leaned upon the Lord’s bosom at 
the last supper! Could a Christian desire more? For the fellowship which one enjoys with John blends into 
the greater fellowship with Christ. John declares he had written unto us for this very purpose. Sit down and 
hour each day and mediate upon the good word of God. Only through it can you find that fellowship which 
satisfies the deep longing of a soul fellowship with Christ.  
     Paul strove to know “the fellowship of his sufferings.” To suffer as his Lord had suffered, to share the 
heartaches of the distressed, to help bear the burdens of his fellow man, was Paul’s great goal. Here is a 
great principle. No preacher, or teacher, or employee of any sort can achieve this best work unless his heart 
beats and even bleeds with him who said, “Come unto me, all ye that labor,” as well as for those he seeks to 
help. The Lord wept for those he could not save. The servant is not better than the master.  
     The church at Jerusalem continued in fellowship. Members of this early church enjoyed a oneness of 
purpose that was not disturbed by division. What good thing we begin is fine; what we continue really 
counts. This church of the first century continued its happy ties until they blended into a heavenly 
fellowship above.  
 


