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Schedule of Services 
 
SUNDAY 
  Bible Study 9:00 am 
  Morning Worship 9:50 am  
  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
  Bible Study 7:00 pm 

     We continue our series of bulletin articles this week from old issues of 
the Gospel Advocate. The following article appeared in the Gospel 
Advocate back in February 16, 1933. It was written by F. B. Shepherd on 
the topic of prayer. I am tempted to mention the great need for prayer at 
present, but this need has always been great; covid-19 currently 
punctuates it, but so does every name on our seemingly perpetual prayer 
list. Many prayers are needed. The need for our striving together in it is 
great. It is with this in mind that I have selected the following for our 
careful study. 

STRIVING TOGETHER 
     Among the many remarkable utterances of the apostle Paul there are 
none more striking than those dealing with prayer. He affirms regarding 
himself that he was constantly “striving” in prayer. He exhorts Christians 
in several places to “strive with” him in prayer. Nor did he pray merely 
for the work, but rather for the workers. His prayers were for the 
Christians themselves, that, though they were good, they might become 
better; though they were accomplishing, they might attempt and 
accomplish more. His prayers were striking in the livingness. They 
entered right into the very lives of the saints. Take time to read Eph. 1:16; 
6:18; Rom. 15:30; 2 Cor. 1:11; Col. 4:2; 2 Thess. 3:1; Phile. 22.   
     Very few Christians really live up to their privileges and possibilities. 
We hear much and talk much about being apostolic in everything. But we 
are apostolic only in the degree that we copy after and genuinely emulate 
the approved characteristics and actions of the early Christians. 
Apostolicity does not consist in one or two things only. It is not fully 
measured up to when we preach baptism as essential to remission of sins 
and the Lord’s Supper upon the first day of the week. The daily habits of 
life and service of the apostles and early Christians must be followed, as 
well as their acts of worship. “Be ye imitators of me,” said Paul, “even as 
I also am of Christ.” And Christ prayed often and definitely. He carried 
“everything to God in prayer.” The eve of his selection of the apostles 
and the Sermon on the Mount, he spent all night in prayer. And Paul 
followed his Lord in being much given to prayer.  
      Our right to pray is based upon our [Continued on third page] 



 
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   
Please fill out a white visitor card, including your 
mailing address and email address, and drop it in 
the collection plate.  We are so glad we can worship 
together today. 
********************************************** 
We Need Your Help – We do not want anyone 
to be inadvertently overlooked for communion 
supplies or bulletins (or anything else that they 
might be in need of during this time). Please let us 
know if this has happened so that we can get these 
to them and/or help in any way that we can. Thanks! 
********************************************** 

Second Harvest – Please contact Jennifer Barker 
or Teresa Baker for current information about this. 
********************************************** 
Nursery Attendants – This will resume as soon 
as we are able to assemble again at the building.   
**********************************************
Sunday Worship Opportunity – If you have 
Facebook, you are welcome to join us online and 
worship where you are, Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. 
Due to glitches, the service is prerecorded and 
available on Facebook by 10:00 a.m. If you do not 
use Facebook and would like a recording of the 
lesson portion, please let Daniel Cook know and he 
will get you a copy on CD you can listen to. Pdf’s of 
the songs that will be used in the service will be 
available online. The links to these can be found on 
the congregation’s Facebook page. When we will be 
able to return to the building remains undetermined 
at this time. Things will continue as they are for now 
on a week-by-week basis.  
********************************************** 
Ladies Fellowship with a Purpose – Due to 
the Coronavirus, the wedding shower for Amy 
Hollingsworth and John Ivey has been postponed 
until further notice. 
********************************************** 
Wednesday Night Class – All are welcome to 
join Tom’s class each Wednesday evening at 7:00 
p.m. on Facebook live. These are followed by a 
discussion session via Zoom. 
**********************************************  
Devotionals – Be on the lookout for video 
devotionals and articles on Facebook from Daniel 
Cook throughout the week.  
 
 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

     Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret 
Turner, Rex Wynn, Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, 
Richard Fry, Hope Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains, 
Joe Swearingen,  Robert Blackstock (a friend of Greg 
Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska Blow’s mother), 
Larry White (a friend of Greg Matlock), Angela Henry 
(Nancy Curtis’s niece), George Smith (brother of Brenda 
Travis), Marsha Hatley, Jace Jones (a friend of William 
Holder), Jimmy and JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy 
Tolley), Darlene Tunnel (Dwayne Robinson’s sister), 
Cindy Lomax (a friend of Mike Wilson), Wendell Cary 
(member at Westport congregation), Lisa Lowry (a co-
worker of Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle 
Ballard’s brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky 
Orr (John Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ 
aunt), Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 
husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), Mary 
Belisle, and Clyde Lindsey (Penny Wyatt’s uncle). 
 
     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Eva Maiden, 
Dorothy Redden, Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie 
Brackins, Tracy Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, 
Lynn White, Lisa Haynie, Vickie Cox, Shirley Overby (a 
friend of Greg Matlock), Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s 
mom), Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), 
Dorothy and Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ 
brother), Rita Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana 
Ulderich’s step-father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross 
Cole), Tommy Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg 
Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney Bell, Louise Holder 
(Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of 
Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia 
Lashlee’s daughter), Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and 
John Dawson), Brian Melton (a friend of John and Cindy 
Lumpkin), Buddie Webb, David Nowlin (a friend of Joan 
Phillips), Larry Yarbro (Grandfather of Mark and John 
Yarbro), Thomas Little (a friend’s grandson of Wanda 
Horner and Marge Phillips), Sue Bell, Ray Frazee and 
family, Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s widow), Keith 
Hamm (a friend of Greg Matlock), Joey Horton (a friend 
of Sid Osment), Janice and Billy Watkins, Janice White, 
and Kim Fisher (a friend of Nicole Blackburn). 
 
     Sympathy: To the families of Laverne McKelvey 
(Heather Larkins’ grandmother), and Linda Phipps, 
Doug’s sister-in-law. 
 
     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 
Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 
Special Donations 

 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pat 

O’Brien by Anita Boyd. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pat 

O’Brien by m/m Bill Jarnagin. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pat 

O’Brien and Charles Wyatt by Charletta Ragsdale. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pat 

O’Brien by Camden church of Christ. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Charles 

Wyatt by Charletta Ragsdale.  
• Given to the building fund in memory of F.B. Cain, 

C.H. Hardin, and Elton and Joan Hatley by 
Charletta Ragsdale. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Elton 
Hatley by Anita Boyd. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Elton 
Hatley by m/m Bill Jarnagin. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of C.H. 
Hardin & Charles Wyatt by m/m Charles 
Whitfield. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 
families and by the church. 

 
Recent Prayer Requests 

• Muriel Larkins, Bryan’s grandmother, is in rehab 
at Life Care Center of Bruceton. She has been 
moved to room 211. She also has a new phone 
number: (731) 586-4986.  

• Sandra Gray Todd, Cindy Lumpkin’s sister, 
successfully had surgery performed on the 22nd for 
breast cancer. They received the biopsy results this 
past Tuesday and they DID get all the cancer out!  

• Eddie Breeden, a member of the Hustburg church 
of Christ, has been diagnosed with cancer. We’ve 
been asked to remember him in our prayers. 

• Brenda Webb had surgery last Friday at HCMC. 
This went well and she plans to go back Wednesday 
to have the stitches taken out.  

• Linda Phipps, Doug’s sister-in-law, passed away 
recently. We extend sympathy to this family and 
want to especially remember Doug’s brother, Randy, 
in our prayers. 

• Susan Phipps will be having a hip replacement this 
Thursday (May 14) at Centennial Hospital.  

• Jimmy Johnson will be having brain surgery at 
Vanderbilt this Tuesday (May 12). The doctor is 
confident the 5 to 7-hour surgery to remove the 
tumor on his frontal lobe will be successful.  

• Janice White was moved to the Cane Creek rehab 
facility in Martin this past Friday.  

FROM THE ELDERS 

The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would like to 
be identified as a member here or if you have not had 
the opportunity to meet the eldership, we would like to 
meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves and to 
explain our position on certain issues and matters of 
doctrine. 

[Continued from first page] relationship to God as his 
children. It is a most gracious and benevolent provision 
God has maintained for his faithful ones in all ages and 
dispensations. There is much that is superstition, 
misunderstanding, and skepticism surrounding the 
subject of prayer. Men’s ideas and teachings are 
conflicting and contradictory in regard to this matter. 
There is one thing, however, which is universally 
acknowledged among those who are professedly 
Christian. This is that prayer does have a very definite 
place and efficacy in human lives. Prayer is a vital 
necessity to human nature. It is a natural instinct with 
men. Revealing that no matter how far we may have 
drifted from loyalty and obedience to God and his will, 
there still remains the spark of conscience and 
consciousness of the divine which was implanted in 
our common father before the fall and has never been 
entirely eradicated from his posterity. Prayer offers our 
only means of escape from that soul-crushing, 
fallacious fatalism of everything fixed, inevitable, and 
unchangeable. To pray means to realize that God is in 
the background of every experience of life. It means to 
connect every thought with the wishes of God and to 
regard every experience as being more or less his work 
and appointment. The true Child submits every wish 
and desire to his overruling providence and purpose. 
Prayer is not just asking. Prayer is sometimes 
acknowledgment of faults, sometimes confession of 
wrongs. Tell him all thy heart. Cast all thy cares upon 
him. Ask him to direct thy path, overrule thy purposes, 
and defeat or prosper as he alone knows best.  
    And prayer is answered. I am not dependent upon 
personal experience, observation, or human evidence 
for my faith in answer to prayer. My personal 
experience may be misjudged, my observations 
misinterpreted, the evidence of my friends misleading. 
But I know prayer is answered because of the 
declarations of my God on the matter and the examples 
of Holy Writ. I read of God’s answer to the prayer of 
Moses (Num. 11:1, 2; Deut. 9:13–20); [Continued on 
next page.]  
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 [Continued from previous page] of his answer to Samuel in 1 Sam. 12:16–18; to Hezekiah in 2 Kings 20:1–6; and to 
Elijah as recorded in 1 Kings 18:42–45. James bears witness that though a man of like passions with us—human—
yet when Elijah prayed that it might not rain, it rained not on the earth for more than three years; and when he prayed 
again for rain, it rained. And we know that all through this three and one-half years of drought God cared for Elijah 
and fed him, even miraculously. But what did Elijah seek in these two prayers? Was it his own pleasure or profit, or 
the gratification of his own desires or purposes? Not at all. Both prayers had as their primary purpose the glorification 
of God in the eyes of his faithless people as well as in the eyes of the heathen. No prayer offered in spirit and in truth 
ever goes unanswered. However, the answer may deal with the spiritual rather than with the material. Let us 
remember and understand that prayer is not a means whereby our wishes are made to change the will of our God. 
Moses prayed fervently for the recovery of Miriam from her leprosy. God didn’t ignore Moses. He heard him. But 
there was a law that even Miriam had to abide by, and God answered the prayer of Moses by allowing Miriam to be 
restored to the fellowship in accordance with the law. In Gethsemane, Christ prayed, and his prayer was heard and 
answered—not to the passing of the cup, but by the administration of strength that he might be able to drink it. True 
praying modifies our wishes and changes our passionate desires into submission. It is rather a means whereby we 
learn to do without than one through which we obtain the things we want. Not a magic formula through which we 
escape evil, but rather a means through which we learn to become strong to resist and overcome temptation and evil. 
Our spiritual manhood is not always strengthened by securing our desires at the hands of God. It is more often 
bettered by our learning to do without through the strength he supplies of that purpose.  
     We may not be able to go to the heathen, either in America or foreign countries. We may not be capacitated for 
doing any public teaching, and little private teaching, of the gospel. Our finances may be such that there is little we 
can contribute to the advancement of the kingdom. But here is one universal art for which we are all capacitated and 
in which we can all become skilled; and that art is prayer. There is nothing to prevent our striving together in prayer 
for the missionaries. Churches can have prayer meetings devoted to praying for the work at home and abroad. And 
the thing for which you pray earnestly and constantly will never be far from your thoughts, or neglected when means 
to help it comes to your hand. Let us pray.  
 


