
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mailing Address:  1285 US 70 Bypass, Camden, TN 38320-4700 

Email:  camdencoc898@gmail.com 
Web:   www.camdenchurchofchrist.org 

Tel:  731.584.7374 
 

April 19, 2020 
Elders 

Dan Wyatt 
  234-5069      
  wyattdr5@gmail.com 
Bill Jarnagin 
  468-4433     
jarnaginwmh@hotmail.com 
David Ulderich 
  (615)308-1573 
  djulderich@bellsouth.net 
John Dawson 
  695-6780 
 

Deacons 
Dennis Richardson 
William Blow 
Tom Ulderich 
Joe Sisco 
Michael Laux 
Wesley Sparks 
Daniel Richardson 
Britt Johnson  
Sid Osment    
 

 Minister   
Daniel Cook 
  731.441.5217 

Youth Minister 
Paul Ulderich 
  731.792.5522 

Schedule of Services 
 
SUNDAY 
  Bible Study 9:00 am 
  Morning Worship 9:50 am  
  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
  Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 
     The following article by Alan Highers appeared in the editorial section of the 
January issue of The Spiritual Sword in 2010 (ed. Alan E. Highers, Vol. 41, No. 
2 [Memphis, TN: Getwell Church of Christ], 1–3).  

An Anatomy of Change 

Most of us have seen a congregation change. We have witnessed the 
transformation of a faithful, sound church, where the doctrine of Christ is taught 
and the authority of Christ is respected, into a body that barely resembles its 
former state. Over a period of time doctrine is de-deemphasized, first principles 
are ignored, and the distinction between the church and denominationalism 
becomes blurred and uncertain. Our children and young people grow into 
adulthood without a solid foundation in the gospel of Christ, and they become 
easy targets for apostasy into the world or departure into denominationalism. 
Marriage to a non-Christian, a professional career in the business world, or a 
move away from familiar surroundings may be more than their fragile faith can 
endure, and they “leave the church,” not knowing the significance of their 
decision or the danger to their souls.  
     The process of congregational change may be either rapid or gradual. We 
have seen some congregations undergo obvious change after a couple of years 
with a new preacher or with a change in the eldership. Rapid change usually is a 
shift in emphasis and direction rather than a complete doctrinal overhaul; 
however, the soft-pedaling of truth can leave the church vulnerable to false 
teaching and more radical departures. There are churches where no preaching or 
teaching has been done for years on topics such as instrumental music in 
worship or the role of women in the assembly or marriage and divorce. With 
little or no teaching on these subjects, there are entire congregations that have 
bene swept into error simply because they had never been rooted and grounded 
in the truth. Biblical subjects cannot be ignored year after year without 
eventually suffering the consequences of this neglect.  
     The full-scale apostasy of a congregation generally occurs on a gradual basis, 
beginning with some of the traits mentioned above. The sad and unfortunate 
thing about apostasy is that it often is not perceptible when it is occurring. We 
seldom see the hands move on a clock, but after time passes, we can see that the 
hands have changed their position. Likewise, when people are members of a 
congregation and going about their daily tasks, they sometimes do not notice the 
gradual changes that are taking place. The changes may be small and 
incremental, but in time they add up. How many churches of Christ engage in  
practices these days that would have been [Continued on third page] 



 
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   
Please fill out a white visitor card, including your 
mailing address and email address, and drop it in 
the collection plate.  We are so glad we can worship 
together today. 
********************************************** 
We Need Your Help – We do not want anyone 
to be inadvertently overlooked for communion 
supplies or bulletins (or anything else that they 
might be in need of during this time). Please let us 
know if this has happened so that we can get these 
to them and/or help in any way that we can. Thanks! 
********************************************** 

Second Harvest – Please contact Jennifer Barker 
or Teresa Baker for current participation 
information. 
********************************************** 

Nursery Attendants – This will resume as soon 
as we are able to assemble again at the building.  
**********************************************
Announcements – If you have an update on any 
of our sick or have any other announcements that 
need to be made, please let Daniel Cook know so 
that they can be included in the bulletin. Thanks!  
**********************************************
Sunday Worship Opportunity – If you have 
Facebook, you are welcome to join us online for 
Worship, Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. Due to 
glitches, the service is prerecorded and available on 
Facebook by 10:00.  
********************************************** 

Ladies Fellowship with a Purpose – Due to 
the Coronavirus, the wedding shower for Amy 
Hollingsworth and John Ivey has been postponed. 
This will be re-evaluated the first of May. 
********************************************** 

Wednesday Night Class – All are welcome to 
join Tom’s class each Wednesday evening at 7:00 
p.m. on Facebook live. These are followed by a 
discussion session via Zoom. 
**********************************************  

Daily Devotionals – Be on the lookout for video 
devotionals and articles on Facebook from Daniel 
Cook throughout each week. We are looking into 
making audio/video recordings of these available on 
DC/DVD for those who do not have Facebook. We 
will likely put out an announcement through the call 
system about this when such becomes available.  

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

     Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret 
Turner, Rex Wynn, Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, 
Richard Fry, Hope Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug 
Rains, Joe Swearingen,  Robert Blackstock (a friend of 
Greg Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska Blow’s 
mother), Larry White (a friend of Greg Matlock), 
Angela Henry (Nancy Curtis’s niece), George Smith 
(brother of Brenda Travis), Marsha Hatley, Jace Jones 
(a friend of William Holder), Jimmy and JoAnn Arnold 
(friends of Tracy Tolley), Darlene Tunnel (Dwayne 
Robinson’s sister), Cindy Lomax (a friend of Mike 
Wilson), Wendell Cary (member at Westport 
congregation), Lisa Lowry (a co-worker of Michelle 
Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle Ballard’s brother), 
Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky Orr (John 
Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ aunt), 
Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner (a 
friend of Ross Cole), Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 
husband), Faylene Marvin (Cecil Bates’ sister), and 
Mary Belisle. 

     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Eva Maiden, 
Dorothy Redden, Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie 
Brackins, Tracy Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, 
Lynn White, Lisa Haynie, Vickie Cox, Shirley Overby 
(a friend of Greg Matlock), Ann Dinkins  (Angela 
Hick’s mom), Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca 
Whitfield), Dorothy and Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie 
Brackins’ brother), Rita Hatler, David Taylor, Larry 
Fisher (Jana Ulderich’s step-father), Walter Bryant (a 
friend of Ross Cole), Tommy Hams (the brother-in-law 
of Greg Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney Bell, Louise 
Holder (Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a 
friend of Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), Donnie 
Cuthbertson (a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie 
Fleischman (Georgia Lashlee’s daughter), Jeff Homan 
(a nephew of Emma and John Dawson), Brian Melton 
(a friend of John and Cindy Lumpkin), Buddie Webb, 
David Nowlin (a friend of Joan Phillips), Jessie 
Robinson, Larry Yarbro (Grandfather of Mark and John 
Yarbro), Thomas Little (a friend’s grandson of Wanda 
Horner and Marge Phillips), Sue Bell, Ray Frazee and 
family, Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s widow), Keith 
Hamm (a friend of Greg Matlock), Joey Horton (a 
friend of Sid Osment), Janice and Billy Watkins, and 
Janice White. 

     Sympathy: To the family of Pat (Patricia) OBrien. 
 
     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 
Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US 
Navy  



 
Special Donations 

 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Charles 

Wyatt by Charletta Ragsdale.  
• Given to the building fund in memory of F.B. Cain, 

C.H. Hardin, and Elton and Joan Hatley by 
Charletta Ragsdale. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Elton 
Hatley by Anita Boyd. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of Elton 
Hatley by m/m Bill Jarnagin. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of C.H. 
Hardin & Charles Wyatt by m/m Charles 
Whitfield. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 
families and by the church. 

 
Recent Prayer Requests 

• Pat O’Brien has passed away. Her burial was this 
passed Thursday. There will be a memorial service 
for her after circumstances related to the 
Coronavirus have changed. 

• Kim Fisher, a friend of Nicole Blackburn, is at 
Jackson Madison General Hospital with 
complications from a hernia repair. She is still on a 
ventilator, but she is improving very slowly.  

• Please remember to include our brethren and the 
work in Liberia as they also deal with COVID-19 
over there. 

• Clyde Lindsey, Penny Wyatt’s uncle, has cancer 
that has spread from his prostate to his bladder. 

• Adam Killion, a member at the Eastwood church of 
Christ (in Paris), is doing much better. 

• Brenda Travis received good news on her recent 
test results. All the prayers are very much 
appreciated.  

• Mrs. Larkins, Bryan’s grandmother, fell and broke 
her hip this past Wednesday night. Her surgery went 
well Thursday. Continued prayers are appreciated as 
she continues to recover and go through rehab. 

• Laverne McKelvey, Heather Larkins’ grandmother, 
is at the hospital in Paris. She had surgery for an 
intestinal blockage, but then had several heart 
attacks. At the time of this printing (Thursday), she 
was unresponsive. 

• Sandra Gray Todd, Cindy Lumpkin’s sister, was 
has been diagnosed with breast cancer. Prayers have 
been requested for her and her family. Surgery has 
been planned for April 22 but may need to be moved 
due to COVID-19. 

• Eddie Breeden, a member of the Huntingdon 
church of Christ, has been diagnosed with cancer. 
We’ve been asked to remember him in our prayers. 

FROM THE ELDERS 
The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would like to 
be identified as a member here or if you have not had 
the opportunity to meet the eldership, we would like to 
meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves and to 
explain our position on certain issues and matters of 
doctrine. 

 [Continued from first page] unthinkable only a few short 
years ago? If these changes had been introduced all at once, 
the membership would have risen up in swift opposition. But 
small changes, put into effect one at a time, gradually, over a 
period of years, are often unnoticed. When the overall 
change finally becomes obvious, it is acceptable because the 
transformation happened by inches and degrees.  

The Testimony of History 

     Warnings were given in the New Testament that some 
would fall away from the faith (I Tim. 4:1–4). The apostle 
Paul once observed that “the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work” (II Th. 2:7), indicating that the signs of 
apostasy were becoming evident even during his lifetime. If 
apostasy or a falling away could commence even during the 
lifetime of apostles and inspired men, think how vulnerable 
we could be in these troubling times. Sadly, the facts of 
history confirm that departures from the faith came soon 
after the apostolic age, and these changes undermined the 
nature and identity of the body of Christ as proclaimed by 
Christ and the apostles. In the first century, there were elders 
(plural) who were overseers of the work of the church, but in 
a comparatively short span of time we read about “a bishop” 
(singular ) ruling over a church. F. W. Mattox wrote: “The 
study of early church history consists largely of a study of 
the valiant fight made by the church in defending itself 
against inroads from every side” (Mattox, 56). Mattox points 
out that Clement of Rome wrote a letter to the church at 
Corinth in which he still referred to a plurality of elders. 
“The epistle shows clearly that the church was governed by 
elders, that there was no distinction between bishops and 
elders, and that the eldership was to continue in the 
churches” (Mattox. 57). Clement wrote near the end of the 
first century. By the time of Ignatius, around A.D. 150, there 
were references to “the bishop” of a church. Think of it! 
Within fifty years after the first century, the 
government of the church had already been corrupted 
and the apostasy was well on its way. Yet, the changes 
began slowly, occurred one step at a time, and moved 
forward with the approval of many members of the early 
church. This is only one example that shows how changes 
[Article continued on next page] 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Continuation of article from previous page] transpire and how the truth can be compromised and forsaken.  
     Look around you. Look at the congregation where you are a member. Do you hear the same type of preaching that you heard 
five years ago or ten years ago? If not, what is the difference? How long since you have heard lessons that distinguished the 
New Testament church from denominationalism? What about Bible classes? What are you studying? What kind of edification 
does the church receive from the content of these classes? What type of leadership does the church have? Are the elders men of 
strong faith and vision? Are they students of the word, so that they are able to “exhort and to convince the gainsayers” (Tit. 
1:9)? Do they fulfill their responsibility to see that the church is taught and nourished in the doctrine of Christ? Do they exercise 
oversight regarding what is being taught form the pulpit? These are some of the areas in which every member must be vigilant if 
the church is to remain strong and faithful.  

The Influence of Culture 

     Changes in the world often precipitate changes in the church. We have seen this in recent years in regard to the feminist 
movement. The call for equal rights for women began with an appeal for “equal pay for equal work.” Fair-minded people could 
not and did not object to this, but the feminist movement called for much more. Some feminists denounced marriage. Demands 
were made for gender-sensitive translations of the Bible where “son” is changed to “child,” and “mankind’ is changed to 
“humankind.” The singular “man” or “he” is changed to the plural so that “if a man love me, he will keep my words” becomes 
“those who love me will keep my words.” Pressure was applied so that no position could be denied to a woman, even if the 
position called for physical strength usually associated with masculinity. Likewise, some religious organizations were accused 
of discrimination for not employing women in the pulpit or in positions that were scripturally designated for men. Who can deny 
that this movement has had an impact on many churches?  
     Women preachers are now commonplace among denominations, and there is a clamor for some in the church for a more 
active role for women in the assembly. In various places, women lead in prayer, teach over men in classes, make 
announcements, wait at the Lord’s Table, and, in a few instances, even preach. Seemingly forgotten is the admonition of the 
apostle Paul in which he states: “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence” (I 
Tim. 2:12).  
     The point here, however, is not the scriptural role of women, but rather the influence of culture even on the church. When 
large, looming movements are seen and felt in society at large, this often brings pressures to bear on the church to conform to 
the standards of the world. One of the danger signs of unwarranted change is undue deference in the church to the influence of 
the culture around us. It is seen not only in the impact of the feminist movement upon religious bodies, but also in the 
accommodation now extended to homosexuality. The Episcopal Church appointed an openly gay bishop not long ago, causing 
strife and division in that body. Other denominations are engaging in discussions at their conferences and meetings about 
whether they should ordain homosexual clergy. Paul spoke of those who “defile themselves with mankind,” condemning such 
practice as “contrary to sound doctrine” (I Tim. 1:10). It would be a tragedy for the church to weaken its stance on moral issues 
and sound doctrine merely to appease worldly culture.  
     Church historians have pointed out that the worship of Christians was simple before the time of Constantine. After this 
Roman emperor recognized Christianity and treated it as the imperial religion, however, ornate structures and formal, stylish 
worship became the common practice. There is no doubt that external conditions can have an impact on the church, causing 
misdirected change and unauthorized transformation. We must always remember that, to some degree, the church is counter-
cultural to the world, and our chief aim is to be true to the gospel of Christ regardless of what the world may do. 

To Change or Not To Change 

     There are many changes around us in the world. Not all change is evil or undesirable. Technology constantly changes. 
Automobiles, computers, and home appliances all show notable improvement over previous years. Even the church should 
welcome changes in methods that are more effective in spreading the kingdom. We do not oppose all change.  
     We recognize there is a type of change, however, that the church should not follow. No congregation should embrace change 
for the sake of popularity, pride, or conformity. It is wrong to turn the worship into a performance or a venue for entertainment.  
It is wrong to abandon the doctrine of Christ for generic platitudes that final to teach and nourish. “Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread?” (Isa. 55:2). In the congregation where you attend, how many weeks or months would a 
sinner have to attend before he learned from the pulpit what one must do to be saved? We must be careful lest the church lose 
sight of its primary mission. 
     The church must always be vigilant to the danger of apostasy. Departures from the truth can occur gradually and almost 
without notice. The surest measure of a strong congregation is an alert, informed eldership and a committed, Bible-centered 
pulpit and teaching program. There is no substitute for the doctrine of Christ.  
 
          * Reference: Mattox, F. W. (1961), The Eternal Kingdom: A History of the Church (Delight, AR: Gospel Light Publishing Company). 


