
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mailing Address:  1285 US 70 Bypass, Camden, TN 38320-4700 

Email:  camdencoc898@gmail.com 
Web:   www.camdenchurchofchrist.org 

Tel:  731.584.7374 
 

March 29, 2020 
Elders 

Dan Wyatt 
  234-5069      
  wyattdr5@gmail.com 
Bill Jarnagin 
  468-4433     
jarnaginwmh@hotmail.com 
David Ulderich 
  (615)308-1573 
  djulderich@bellsouth.net 
John Dawson 
  695-6780 
 

Deacons 
Dennis Richardson 
William Blow 
Tom Ulderich 
Joe Sisco 
Michael Laux 
Wesley Sparks 
Daniel Richardson 
Britt Johnson  
Sid Osment    
 

 Minister   
Daniel Cook 
  731.441.5217 

Youth Minister 
Paul Ulderich 
  731.792.5522 

Schedule of Services 
 
SUNDAY 
  Bible Study 9:00 am 
  Morning Worship 9:50 am  
  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
  Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 
Bats Go Viral and Moses “Called” It 

By Kyle Butt, M.Div.  
 

     Bats are the only mammals that can truly fly, but it turns out that they 
have other unique characteristics that separate them from most (if not all) 
other mammals. In a project headed by Dr. Peng Zhou, an international 
research team did extensive studies on bats. Bats are hosts to 100 
different viruses, many of which are harmful or even lethal to 
humans.1 The team wanted to discover how bats can carry so many, and 
such deadly, viruses without getting sick themselves. 
     Turns out that bats have a special ability. When humans or mammals 
encounter a virus or other disease causing agent, their bodies “turn on” an 
immune system response that begins to fight the danger. When no such 
dangers are present, the body “switches off” the system. The reason for 
this on-off switch is that when the immune system is on, it fights threats, 
but it also poses risks to the animal. Michelle Baker, a member of the 
team, stated, “In other mammalian species, having the immune response 
constantly switched on is dangerous—for example it’s toxic to tissue and 
cells.”2 Bats, however, never seem to turn off their immune defense 
system. Even when no viruses or diseases threaten bats, they always have 
their immune response switched on. Baker noted that, in contrast to other 
mammalian immune responses that seem to harm their cells and tissues, 
“the bat immune system operates in harmony” with its body.3 What we 
see, then, is a mammal that can carry 100 viruses without getting sick, but 
that can easily transmit those viruses to other mammals and people. 
     These findings shed illuminating light on the biblical food regulations 
that Moses penned in approximately 1450 B.C. In Leviticus 11, Moses 
instructed the Israelites to avoid certain animals. He referred to those 
animals as “unclean” and told the Israelites to avoid contact with live 
unclean animals or with their dead carcasses. Leviticus 11:19 lists the bat 
as one of those unclean animals. Moses’ instructions would have kept the 
Israelites from getting viruses transmitted by bats.4 An in-depth look at 
the list of all unclean animals shows a remarkable knowledge5 by the 
author for avoiding potentially toxic and dangerous food 
sources.6 (Continued on last page)



 
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   
Please fill out a white visitor card, including your 
mailing address and email address, and drop it in 
the collection plate.  We are so glad we can worship 
together today. 
********************************************** 

We Need Your Help – We do not want anyone 
to be inadvertently overlooked for communion 
supplies or bulletins (or anything else that they 
might be in need of during this time). Please let us 
know if this has happened so that we can get these 
to them and/or help in any way that we can. 
Thanks! 
 
********************************************** 
Second Harvest – Everyone is welcome to come 
and join us on Mondays to volunteer at second 
Harvest (3:30–6 p.m.), but the number of 
volunteers working at any one time has been 
limited to 10 for now. 
********************************************** 

Nursery Attendants – This will resume as soon 
as we are able to assemble again at the building.  
 
**********************************************
Trash – Please make sure that all trash placed in 
the trashcans are in bags. It is no fun to clean out a 
dirty trashcan after trash has been left in it without 
a bag. Also, please make sure that containers are 
empty of all liquids before placing them in the 
trash. Thank you for helping us with this. 
 
**********************************************
Devotionals – If any of our men would like to give 
a 4 or 5 minute devotional on a Wednesday 
evening, please sign the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board for the date that you would like to do 
it. This will resume as soon as we are able to 
assemble at the building again.  
 
********************************************** 
Please Update the Following Numbers: 
Jerry Berry: 584-8432 
Lauren Lavender: 418-2929 
Cecil and Debra Bates: (931) 622-9171 
 
 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 

     Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Margaret 
Turner, Rex Wynn, Margaret Joyner, Wayne Johnson, 
Richard Fry, Hope Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains, 
Joe Swearingen,  Robert Blackstock (a friend of Greg 
Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska Blow’s mother), 
Larry White (a friend of Greg Matlock), Angela Henry 
(Nancy Curtis’s niece), George Smith (brother of Brenda 
Travis), Marsha Hatley, Jace Jones (a friend of William 
Holder), Jimmy and JoAnn Arnold (friends of Tracy 
Tolley), Darlene Tunnel (Dwayne Robinson’s sister), 
Cindy Lomax (a friend of Mike Wilson), Wendell Cary 
(member at Westport congregation), Lisa Lowry (a co-
worker of Michelle Ballard), Bryant Allen (Michelle 
Ballard’s brother), Loman Ballard (Stacy’s father), Becky 
Orr (John Taylor’s Aunt), Lora Pettigrew (Glenda Sparks’ 
aunt), Lesia Jordan (a friend of Susie Belisle), Joe Garner 
(a friend of Ross Cole), and Leslie Hicks (Susan Hicks’ 
husband). 
 
     Others: Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Eva Maiden, 
Dorothy Redden, Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie 
Brackins, Tracy Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, 
Lynn White, Lisa Haynie, Vickie Cox, Shirley Overby (a 
friend of Greg Matlock), Ann Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s 
mom), Janet Holland (friend of Rebecca Whitfield), 
Dorothy and Pete Chappell, Johnny (Susie Brackins’ 
brother), Rita Hatler, David Taylor, Larry Fisher (Jana 
Ulderich’s step-father), Walter Bryant (a friend of Ross 
Cole), Tommy Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg 
Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney Bell, Louise Holder 
(Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend of 
Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), Donnie Cuthbertson 
(a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie Fleischman (Georgia 
Lashlee’s daughter), Jeff Homan (a nephew of Emma and 
John Dawson), Brian Melton (a friend of John and Cindy 
Lumpkin), Buddie Webb, David Nowlin (a friend of Joan 
Phillips), Jessie Robinson, Larry Yarbro (Grandfather of 
Mark and John Yarbro), Thomas Little (a friend’s 
grandson of Wanda Horner and Marge Phillips), Sue Bell, 
Ray Frazee and family, Mildred Hedge (J.C. Hedge’s 
widow), Keith Hamm (a friend of Greg Matlock), Joey 
Horton (a friend of Sid Osment), and  Janice and Billy 
Watkins. 
 
     Sympathy: To the family of Elton Hatley. 
 
     Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 
Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US Navy  



 
Special Donations 

 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Elton 

Hatley by m/m Bill Jarnagin. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of C.H. 

Hardin & Charles Wyatt by m/m Charles 
Whitfield. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 
Charley Wyatt & Rodney Ivey by m/m Sid 
Osment. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 
Marvin Phipps & Rodney Ivey by m/m 
Johnny Lumpkin. 

• Given to the building fund in memory of 
Marvin Phipps & Rodney Ivey by m/m Bill 
Jarnagin. 

 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 
families and by the church. 

 
Recent Prayer Requests 

 
• Janice White is at Paris Rehab (room 117).  
• Greg Matlock had back surgery March 25 on 

his L5 vertebrae.  
• Tony Matlock has been moved to West 

Tennessee Rehabilitation in Jackson.  
• Nancy Curtis’ sister, Zula, tested positive for 

covid19. She was moved to the hospital in 
Jackson. 

• A coworker’s cousin (16 years old) of Paul 
Ulderich was found dead this past week. This 
family is in need of prayers. 

• A friend’s daughter of Nicole Blackburn is in 
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital (ICU) with 
double pneumonia. Her name is Jaylee. She’s 
10 years old.  

• Susie Brackins tore a muscle in her knee and 
found out when she went to the doctor that she 
will eventually need a knee replacement. 

• Pat O’Brien needs our prayers. She has stopped 
chemo. She was told that she has 3 to 6 months. 

• Kim Fisher, a friend of Nicole Blackburn, is at 
Jackson Madison General Hospital with 
complications from a hernia repair.  

• Faylene Marvin, Cecil Bates’ sister, had a 
mastectomy this past Thursday for breast cancer.  

• Mary Belisle is back home. She was found to 
have cancer of the esophagus. She will need to 
start chemo. No visitors for now, please (she can’t 
afford to catch anything). 

 
FROM THE ELDERS 
The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would like to 
be identified as a member here or if you have not had 
the opportunity to meet the eldership, we would like to 
meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves and to 
explain our position on certain issues and matters of 
doctrine. 

FOR THE RECORD 
Week of March 22, 2020 

(Coronavirus) 

Sunday School  
Sunday Morning Worship  
Sunday Afternoon Worship  
Wednesday Night   

Don’t	Quarantine	Yourself	from		
Spiritual	Nourishment 

By Dave Miller, Ph.D.  

     As our nation experiences the occurrence of a 
threatening virus and the unusual call for everyone to 
quarantine themselves from social gatherings—
including worship services—Christians need to be 
reminded not to distance themselves from ongoing 
spiritual nourishment. The Web site of Apologetics 
Press is loaded with a variety of enriching materials to 
maintain one’s spiritual health. In addition to a host 
of free articles, the site offers free access to 
both Reason & Revelation as well as our kids’ 
magazine Discovery. Also, the “Multimedia” section of 
our site contains a great many videos that may be 
viewed for free. What’s more, our “PDF Books” section 
has some 25 books that may be downloaded—also 
free of charge. We even offer a free curriculum. In the 
“Other Languages” section of our site, you may access 
AP materials that have been translated into eight 
languages in addition to English. Further, we have an 
entire Web site that is packed with materials offered 
in Spanish. Simply click on “Version en Espanol” on 
our home page. We also offer several study materials 
via our “Home Study Courses”—also listed on our 
home page. A variety of additional free resources are 
available as well. Although the physical safety of 
relatives, neighbors, and ourselves is of serious 
concern to us, let’s remember that our spiritual 
health, safety, and nourishment are of far more 
eternal importance. 
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All youth activities have been 
postponed until further notice 

 

 

Scripture Readers 
March 29th AM Cameron Ballard 
March 29th PM CJ Baker 
April 1st Aden Harden 
April 5th AM Michael Laux 
April 5th PM Daniel Richardson 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

(Endnotes continued) 

5 Eric Lyons (2009), “Did the Bible Writers Commit 
Biological Blunders?”, Apologetics Press, 
https://www.apologeticspress.org/AllegedDiscrepancies.asp
x?article=2731. 
6 Butt, pp. 103-131. 
7 Lucy Maddox, “Don’t Eat the Bat s,” Science, 
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2003/08/dont-eat-bats. 
8 Ibid. 

 
 

(Continued from first page) There is no way that 
Moses could have figured these things out himself. 
He must have been guided by an all-knowing, 
supernatural Being. 
     As we further explore the prohibition against 
eating or touching bats, a modern reader might 
wonder why even make such a law, because who 
wants to eat bats anyway? The fact is, however, 
bats have historically been “on the menu” in a 
number of countries. Lucy Maddox, writing 
for Science, penned an article in 2003 titled “Don’t 
Eat the Bats,”7 an instruction that sounds 
remarkably like what Moses said more than 3,000 
years before she wrote her article. Maddox 
reviewed the history of the Chamorro people who 
live on Guam. This group was known to have 
unusually high chances of falling prey to a 
neurodegenerative disorder that can be debilitating 
and fatal. One reason suggested for this fact was 
that Chamorro people eat the seeds from the cycad 
plant. These seeds are known to have the 
neurotoxin BMAA in them. By washing the seeds 
thoroughly, however, most of the toxin can be 
removed. So, researchers were still baffled by the 
high rates of the disorder.  
     Turns out that the Chamorro people like to eat 
“flying foxes,” Guam’s large fruit bat. The bats also 
enjoy eating the seeds of the cycad plant, but they, 
of course, do not wash them. Because of this, 
BMAA builds up in bat flesh. Researchers found 
toxin levels in bat flesh to be “hundreds of times 
higher than in cycad flour.”8 Avoiding eating and 
touching bats is a great idea. We did not know why 
until recently. Moses’ most likely did not have all 
the details either. But the fact that he included bats 
in his list of unclean animals provides yet another 
piece of evidence for the divine inspiration of the 
Bible. 

ENDNOTES 
1 “Bat ‘Super Immunity’ Could Help Protect 
People,” ScienceDaily, CSIRO Australia, 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/02/16022215563
1.htm. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 I have written about this in the book Behold! The Word of 
God (2007), Apologetics 
Press, http://apologeticspress.org/pdfs/e-
books_pdf/Behold%20the%20Word%20of%20God.pdf, p. 
124.  
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