
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mailing Address:  1285 US 70 Bypass, Camden, TN 38320-4700 

Email:  churchofchristatcamden@gmail.com 
Web:   www.camdenchurchofchrist.org 

Tel:  731.584.7374 
 

November 3, 2019 
Elders 

Dan Wyatt 
  234-5069      
  wyattdr5@gmail.com 
Bill Jarnagin 
  468-4433     
jarnaginwmh@hotmail.com 
Sid Osment 
   441-8459    
  sidosment@bellsouth.net 
David Ulderich 
  (615)308-1573 
  djulderich@bellsouth.net 
John Dawson 
  695-6780 

Deacons 
Dennis Richardson 
William Blow 
Tom Ulderich 
Joe Sisco 
Michael Laux 
Wesley Sparks 
Daniel Richardson 
Britt Johnson     

 Minister   
Daniel Cook 
  731.441.5217 

Youth Minister 
Paul Ulderich 
  731.792.5522 

Schedule of Services 
 
SUNDAY 
  Bible Study 9:00 am 
  Morning Worship 9:50 am  
  Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
  Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 
Sun, Moon, Stars, Plants… 

By Jonathan McAnulty 
 
 
     Solomon once observed that there is nothing new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 
1:9). 
     Men frequently like to think that their generation is different from those 
which came before, their life experiences unique, and their understanding wiser, 
being more modern and up-to-date. Yet a casual study of history shows that the 
problems facing men today are the same problems men have always struggled 
with; which is why the Bible is perpetually relevant to men. God wrote it 
knowing the struggles and issues men would deal with in this world, and those 
struggles and those issues remain ever the same. 
     A case in point: Union Theological Seminary, in New York, held a recent 
chapel in which the students confessed to and prayed to plants, and then bragged 
about doing so on a social media platform. Lest you think this to be an 
exaggeration, their statement was as follows: “Today in chapel, we confessed to 
plants. Together, we held our grief, joy, regret, hope, guilt and sorrow in prayer; 
offering them to the beings who sustain us but whose gift we too often fail to 
honor.” When more than a few people criticized their worship as being heretical 
(which it was), the school issued a defense of itself, explaining that Christians 
needed to repent of their violence to plants, and that the church needed “new 
spiritual and intellectual frameworks by which we understand and relate to the 
plants and animals,” and a “new theology, new liturgy.” 
     Yet, despite this school’s vanity in thinking they are fashioning some new 
theology, they are merely engaging in an ancient form of paganism called nature 
worship. Praying to plants, animals, rocks and even the weather has been going 
on for thousands of years; there is nothing new about it. Pantheists and animists 
are eager to welcome the students and teachers of U.T.S. into their fold. And, as 
men rush into their folly, the Bible will continue to contain and proclaim God’s 
opinion on the matter, for, as already observed, there is nothing new under the 
sun, and the things men think of as being new are just variations on the same 
things they have always been doing in rebellion against their Creator, and God 
has spoken to these things time and again. 
     The Scriptures explain the process by which men turn away from God, 
saying, “For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, (Continued on last page) 
 



 
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS.   Please fill 
out a white visitor card, including your mailing address 
and email address, and drop it in the collection plate.  
We are so glad we can worship together today. 
********************************************** 

Communion Sign-Up Sheet – There is a NEW 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for those who 
are able to help take communion to our shut-ins. 
********************************************** 

We Need Your Help – Please take a moment to 
look around you and if someone is missing. If you 
notice someone, please check on them or let 
somebody else know. Thanks! 
********************************************** 

Bridal Shower – Everyone is invited to a bridal 
shower honoring Ruth David, bride elect of Alvin 
Lee Jones Jr. (of Memphis) and daughter of Arthur 
and Anora David. This will be Wednesday, 
November 6, following Bible study. There will be a 
money tree available if anyone wishes to add to it.  
********************************************** 
Singing – The Christian Chapel church of Christ 
will have an area wide singing this Friday, 
November 8, starting at 7 p.m.  
********************************************** 
Operation: Thanksgiving Meals – We will be 
providing meals for people in need in our 
community for Thanksgiving. If you know a person 
or family in need who would appreciate this service, 
please fill out a recipient form on the table in the 
foyer beside the bulletins and turn it in to Daniel 
Richardson no later than today, November 3. 
********************************************** 
Mission Report – David French will be here 
November 17 (for the a.m. Bible study and worship) 
to speak to us on the Zambia mission. 
********************************************** 
Red Cross Blood Drive – We want to thank 
those who helped with our recent blood drive on 
October 4. Twenty-four units were collected and 
there were 3 first time donors! 
********************************************** 
Care Group B Meets Today!! 
 

Please Continue to Pray for: 
 
Cancer:  Betty Hyde, Phyllis Sanders, Karen 
McDowell, Margaret Turner, Rex Wynn, Margaret 
Joyner, Wayne Johnson, Richard Fry, Hope 
Whetherford, Bill Cargle, Doug Rains, Joe Swearingen, 
Brian Cunningham,  Robert Blackstock (a friend of 
Greg Matlock), Charlotte Loggains (LaBriska Blow’s 
mother), Larry White (a friend of Greg Matlock), 
Angela Henry (Nancy Curtis’s niece), Lee Cole (David 
Ulderich’s friend son), George Smith (brother of 
Brenda Travis), Hayes Wakefield (a friend of Cindy 
Lumpkin), Jason Koch (son-in-law of Teresa Baker), 
Marsha Hatley, Jace Jones (a friend of William Holder), 
Jennifer Grooms (a friend of Allie Robinson), Mark 
Keene (Heidi Laux’s dad), Jimmy and JoAnn Arnold 
(friends of Tracy Tolley), Darlene Tunnel (Dwayne 
Robinson’s sister), Cindy Lomax (a friend of Mike 
Wilson), and Wendell Cary (member at Westport 
congregation). 
 
Others: Elton Hatley, Luke Crossett, Joan Ballard, Eva 
Maiden, Dorothy Redden, Curry and Christian 
Montague, Tarry Stockdale, Jewel Hatley, Susie 
Brackins, Tracy Tolley, Linda Hams, Tammy DeBruce, 
Lynn White, Lisa Haynie, Marvin Phipps, Vickie Cox, 
Shirley Overby (a friend of Greg Matlock), Ann 
Dinkins  (Angela Hick’s mom), Janet Holland (friend 
of Rebecca Whitfield), Dorothy and Pete Chappell, 
Johnny (Susie Brackins’ brother), Rita Hatler, Brad  
Carman (brother in law of Karen Lynch and Judy 
Hensley), David Taylor, Fay Cain, Larry Fisher (Jana 
Ulderich’s step-father), an anonymous friend of David 
Ulderich (brain aneurism), Walter Bryant (a friend of 
Ross Cole), Tommy Hams (the brother-in-law of Greg 
Matlock), Beau Griffin, Chesney Bell, Louise Holder 
(Jim’s mom), Russell Holmes, Aaron Roberts (a friend 
of Garrett Todd and Shawn McDowell), Donnie 
Cuthbertson (a friend of Ross Cole), Bonnie 
Fleischman (Georgia Lashlee’s daughter), Wendell 
Cary (a member at Westport), Jeff Homan (a nephew of 
Emma and John Dawson),  Jessie Berner (Mary 
Margaret’s sister), Brenda King (Debbie Larkins’ aunt), 
and Brian Melton (a friend of John and Cindy 
Lumpkin). 
 
Sympathy: To the family of Danny Pratt (Robin 
McDowell’s uncle). 
 
Military:  Mallory Pratt Triplett, US Marine Corp; 
Joshua Melton, US Marine Corp; Austin Riley, US 
Navy  



 
Special Donations 

 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by m/m Sid Osment. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by m/m Jerry Gulledge.  
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by m/m Tom Broadbent. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by Anita Boyd. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by m/m Kerry Sword.  
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by m/m Drew Balckstock. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by m/m Paul Cagle.  
• Given to the building fund in honor of Michael 

& Heidi Laux by anonymous donor.  
• Given to the building fund in memory of Louis 

Bogle and Pearl Laux by m/m John Lumpkin. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Pearl 

Laux by m/m Bill Jarnagin. 
• Given to the building fund in memory of Louis 

Bogle by m/m Steven Henry Lyons. 
 
Our caring remembrances are gratefully appreciated by the 
families and by the church.  

 
 

Most Recent Prayer Requests 
 
• Buddie Webb doing therapy. 
• Marcia Hatley continues to need prayers.  
• George Green, a friend Trevor Smith, is under 

Hospice care. 
• Shawn McDowell’s mother is under Hospice 

care. 
• David Wallace is back home and hopes to be 

able to return to work by November 15.  
• Tracy Tolley is to have carpal tunnel surgery 

done on her wrist November 5th.  
• C. H. Hardin has health issues.  
• Barbara Thompson has been sick with a virus. 
• We extend our deepest sympathy to the family 

of Danny Pratt. He passed away this past 
Wednesday morning. He was the uncle of Robin 
McDowell.  

 

FROM THE ELDERS 
The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you would like to 
be identified as a member here or if you have not had 
the opportunity to meet the eldership, we would like to 
meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves and to 
explain our position on certain issues and matters of 
doctrine. 

 
 

FOR THE RECORD 
Week of October 27, 2019 

Sunday School 108 
Sunday Morning Worship 187 
Sunday Night Worship    108 
Wednesday Night 110 

NEXT WEEK 
November 10, 2019 

 
SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 

 
Morning Prayers Evening Prayers 

Bill Jarnagin Jeff Belisle 
Austin Sparks Frank Belisle 

 
To Serve at the Lord’s Table 

 
   David Wallace  Mike Wilson 
   Bryan Larkins  Tim Plunk 
   Ross Cole    Jim Holder 
   Austin Sparks   C.J. Baker 
  

Alternates 
    Tell Laux,    John Taylor,    Aiden Hardin 

    (Nursery) 
 

Evening Communion 
Sid Osment Dan Wyatt 

 
       Door Greeters 

North  Debbie Larkins and Teresa Baker 

South Dan and Penny Wyatt 
 
 

 
If unable to serve, please tell William Blow. 
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Monday, November 4th: 2nd Harvest Food 
Bank from 3:30-6 
November 9th: Bowling in Paris.$10. All 
ages. 
November 16th: Discovery Park Of 
America. All ages 
December 6th-7th: Lock-in. 6th grade and 
up. 
December 14th: Skyzone. All ages 

 

 

Scripture Readers 
November 3rd AM Hunter Sparks 
November 3rd PM Michael Laux 
November 6th Bill Jarnigan 
November 10th AM Tom Ulderich 
November 10th PM Aden Hardin 
November 13th Elijah Brewer 
November 17th AM Cameron Ballard 
November 17th PM Hunter Sparks 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(Continued from the front cover) and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals 
and creeping things… they exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! (Romans 
1:21-23, 25; ESV)” Men today, failing to properly 
honor God, remain as futile in their thinking as their 
ancestors ever were. 
     When God gave the Law to Israel, the first 
commandment was, “You shall have no other gods 
before me,” and the second commandment warned 
against making idols, saying, “you shall not bow down 
to them or worship them. (Exodus 20:3, 5)” Praying to 
plants, by almost an reasonable understanding, would be 
worshipping an idol, and the creation of a false god. In 
point of fact, within the Law, the Israelites were 
specifically warned about worshipping trees, and were 
told not to do it (cf. Deuteronomy 16:21). Apparently 
there were other cultures and peoples in the vicinity of 
Israel who were doing exactly that. Incorporating plants 
into worship has been going on for a good, long time, 
and God has always been rather clear as being against it. 
     Because people have a tendency to think that their 
ideas are new, and because there is a school of thought, 
common to man, that believes new is always better, it is 
necessary, upon occasion, to point out that not only are 
certain ideas not new, but that these ideas are as bad 
today as they have always been. 
     The faithful believer in God understands that it is 
God, and God alone, who is worthy of worship and 
thanksgiving. To the extent that plants “sustain” 
mankind, they do so only as an instrument of the 
Father’s wisdom and it is God who gets all the glory. 
Specifically, concerning this point the Bible teaches that 
it is in God that “we live and move and have our being,” 
and it is God, through Christ, who “upholds all things 
through the word of His power (Acts 17:28; Hebrews 
1:3).” If anyone is going to get credit, Christians need to 
give it to God, “giving thanks for all things to the 
Father, through the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17b).” 
     When someone tries to tell us that what Christians 
need to start doing is praying to plants and confessing 
our sins to plants, we should recognize their doctrine for 
the old, old paganism that it is, and, remaining true to 
God’s word, soundly reject it. And, while it may seem a 
silly sort of issue to pontificate on and meditate on, the 
fact that it is an issue that has been popping up for a few 
thousand years reminds us that men can frequently be 
quite silly in matters of religion. 
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