
Tolerance and Religious Error 
(A.M. sermon) 

 
Introduction 

1. It seems that one of the most prevalent messages we are hearing from every corner 
of our society today is one of tolerance.  

2. But, in contrast with the popular view expressed very loudly by so many today, the 
Bible tells us that God has drawn a very sharp distinction between right and wrong. 
(1 Cor 5:11, 13; Rom 1:27; Jas 5:20; 2 Thes 3:6) 

3. From what we read about the apostles in the Scriptures, they never tolerated error, 
and neither did Jesus. (Rev 2:18–23, 16) 

Discussion 
I. The Effects of Religious Error 

A. All of earth’s _____________ has come about as a result of religious error. 
1. Satan preached religious error in the Garden of Eden. 
2. Those who twist God’s Word today are following the same example.  

B. Religious error is incredibly ______________. (2 Pet 3:16; 2:1–2) 
C. Religious error causes _____________. (1 Tim 6:1; Tit 2:10; 2 Jn 9; Eph 4:5; 1 Cor 1:2, 10) 
D. Religious error also renders our worship ___________. (Matt 15:6–9; Jer 23:16) 
E. It is no wonder, then, that the Hebrews writer warned: “Do not be carried about with 

various and strange doctrines.” (Heb 13:9; 1 Tim 1:3)  
II. The Causes of Religious Error 

A. One thing that leads to religious error is not ___________ what is right. (Matt 22:29) 
B. Not rightly _____________ the Word causes division. (2 Tim 2:15) 
C. Forcing the Bible to teach what somebody wants it to teach brings about religious error. 
D. A rejection of the Bible as the ________________ guide in matters religious causes 

error. (2 Tim 3:16–17) 
E. A failure to discriminate between ____________ and ______________ often causes 

religious error. (Heb 5:12–14) 
III. Responding to Religious Error 

A. It doesn’t always take a long time for a congregation to be led into error. (Gal 1:6–8) 
B. We need to take error _________________. 
C. We need to vigilantly be on the _____________ for it. (Matt 7:15; Col 2:8) 
D. We need to _______________ the Scriptures to determine whether or not the things 

we are being taught are so. 
E. We are to ____________ and ________________ false teachers. (Rom 16:17–18) 
F. We are to _____________ and ______________ all false doctrine. (Jude 3) 

Conclusion 
1. Religious error has brought a lot of misery upon mankind down through man’s 

history. 
2. Knowing these things, then, let us avoid those things that would involve us in 

religious error ourselves, and be on the lookout for it.  
 


